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It would be all too easy to look back and despair on 2020.

As our lives were transformed in the midst of the global COVID-19 pandemic, 
governments across Europe responded to the public health emergency 
by impinging upon human rights protections and democratic freedoms. 
Authoritarian regimes exploited the crisis, using it as a pretext for further 
repression. Human rights defenders, including some of our closest partners 
and colleagues, as well as other critical voices, were threatened, intimidated, 
and even physically attacked. Rates of domestic violence surged everywhere 
as women were locked in with their abusers. Old divisions resurfaced. 
Nagorno-Karabakh witnessed 44 days of renewed violence, which ended 
with the disputed territory changing hands from Armenian to Azerbaijani 
control. Thousands died and thousands more were displaced.

Strategic human rights litigation is as much aimed at averting future crises 
as it is with resolving present ones. Despite the many hardships of last year, 
there were victories—years in the making—that re-affirmed the reason 
why we do what we do. 

In April 2020, Azerbaijan’s Supreme Court quashed the conviction of the 
prominent human rights defender Rasul Jafarov, who was wrongfully 
imprisoned in 2014. Rasul, whom EHRAC represents, previously won a 
case at the European Court of Human Rights, which ruled in March 2016 
that his arrest and detention was aimed at punishing him for his human 
rights work. He was eventually released from prison, but the Government 
of Azerbaijan failed to properly implement the judgment in his case for 
over four years.

Rasul has been vindicated. But his victory also underscores the work that still 
needs to be done in relation to many others in Azerbaijan and elsewhere. 

Government critics, civil society activists, and human rights defenders have 
all been subjected to ‘retaliatory prosecutions’ by the Azerbaijani authorities, 
as found in successive European Court of Human Rights judgments. Only 
two of the applicants—Rasul Jafarov and Ilgar Mammadov—have had 
their convictions quashed. The others are still negatively impacted by 
their criminal records. The Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers has 
previously urged Azerbaijan, in bold and unequivocal terms, to quash the 
convictions of others in the group. 

EHRAC also acts for Intigam Aliyev, a well-known Azerbaijani human rights 
lawyer who, like Rasul, was unlawfully imprisoned. Over two years have 
passed since the European Court ruled that his arrest and detention was 
politically motivated, and Azerbaijan has so far failed to quash his criminal 
conviction. Intigam is unable to receive grants for his NGO, his bank accounts 
are frozen, and he has not yet been compensated. He is also subject to two 
separate travel bans. EHRAC continues to push the Government of Azerbaijan 
to fully restore Intigam’s rights and the rights of others within the group. 

Whereas strategic litigation and implementation often take many years 
to yield positive results, our close ties with partner NGOs and lawyers 
in our target region—which spans Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
and Armenia—ensure that we are able to respond to urgent threats and 
find new ways of overcoming challenges as they emerge. Although our 
capacity-building work was adversely impacted by global travel restrictions 
in 2020—we decided, for example, to postpone our flagship legal event, 
the Legal Skills Development Programme (LSDP)—we were still able 
to create meaningful and impactful connections with and between our 
partners, remotely. 

In September 2020, we were exceptionally proud to host our first ever, 
virtual expert roundtable, bringing together eight expert litigators from 
the former Soviet Union to share experiences and discuss the challenges 

involved in litigating self-defence in the context of domestic violence. 
The event followed on from the success of EHRAC’s first roundtable, on 
litigating sexual violence, which was hosted in 2019. We look forward to 
keeping closely in touch with the expert participants, and to identifying 
new strategic cases. 

Our activities continue to expand. We recently launched two new projects. 
The first is a three-year project aiming to strengthen the capacity of human 
rights defenders and lawyers in the region to seek justice and advocate for 
the resolution of enforced disappearances and other abuses perpetrated 
by security forces. The second project, which will also run for three years, 
will focus on building the capacity of human rights defenders and on 
strengthening and enhancing the legal framework for the protection of 
human rights in Russia, focusing on a range of violations but with a special 
focus on the issue of violence against women and girls. The EHRAC team 
has significantly expanded to accommodate this growth.

We were constantly amazed at how our partners, our team, and our 
supporters were able to adapt to the painfully difficult circumstances that 
faced all of us over the past year. We would like to thank everyone who 
supported us in 2020, and to all those, past and present, who have helped 
us across all our areas of work.
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ABOUT US OUR LITIGATION PARTNERS

We also work with several human rights lawyers in Azerbaijan on an 
individual basis.

WHO WE ARE
We are a team of expert lawyers and NGO-management professionals 
specialising in international human rights law and focusing primarily on the 
European Convention on Human Rights. We operate as an independent legal 
centre, based within Middlesex University School of Law, London. 

WHAT WE DO
We use international legal mechanisms to challenge serious human rights 
abuses in Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, in partnership 
with committed local lawyers and NGOs. We aim to secure justice for victims 
of human rights violations and their families and bring about lasting systemic 
change in the region. 

HOW WE WORK
We build and strengthen the expertise of human rights lawyers and NGOs 
operating in challenging circumstances by providing long-term legal mentoring 
and ongoing advice and support. Working in close collaboration with partners, 
we take ground-breaking cases on behalf of vulnerable and marginalised 
communities. We set new international legal precedents which improve 
human rights standards, and advocate to ensure that state authorities fulfil 
their human rights obligations.

Alexei Navalny marching with 
supporters in Moscow, 2017.
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AZERBAIJAN FAILED TO ENFORCE PRISON 
SENTENCE FOR ETHNIC HATE CRIME  
Azerbaijan’s pardoning of convicted murderer Ramil Safarov provoked 
international condemnation in 2012. Safarov had been transferred back 
to Azerbaijan from Hungary, where he had been serving a life sentence 
for the brutal murder of an Armenian lieutenant, Gurgen Margaryan, and 
the attempted murder of Gurgen’s colleague, Hayk Makuchyan. 

The European Court of Human Rights found that Azerbaijan had breached 
its procedural obligation under the right to life by pardoning and releasing 
Safarov on political grounds, and that the authorities had based this 
decision on the Armenian ethnic origin of his victims, in violation of the 
right to non-discrimination.

HOMOPHOBIC AND TRANSPHOBIC RAID ON 
GEORGIAN LGBTQI+ NGO
The Inclusive Foundation (IF) was the first organisation to officially register 
as providing services to LGBTQI+ people in Georgia. 

The European Court of Human Rights found that the Georgian police 
acted in a 'wholly inappropriate' way during the search of the IF office in 
2009, which was 'motivated by homophobic and/or transphobic hatred'. 
The Court also found that the Georgian authorities’ investigation into the 
incident was ineffective and discriminatory.

RUSSIAN ANTI-EXTREMIST LEGISLATION GAVE 
PROSECUTORS ‘UNFETTERED POWER’ TO SANCTION 
NOVOROSSIYSK PROTESTORS
The European Court of Human Rights found that Russia’s anti-extremist 
legislation failed to safeguard the free expression of Novorossiysk human 
rights defender Vadim Karastelev and his late wife Tamara Karasteleva, who 
were sanctioned following a public protest in 2009. The Court ruled that 
the law was ‘formulated in broad terms’ and left ‘too wide discretion’ to the 
prosecutor amounting to ‘unfettered power’.  

VINDICATION OF AZERBAIJANI HUMAN RIGHTS 
DEFENDERS
The European Court of Human Rights issued judgments in a number of cases 
relating to the persecution of human rights defenders and critical voices in 
Azerbaijan, including: the suspension and disbarment of human rights lawyer 
Khalid Bagirov (Bagirov v Azerbaijan), the arrest and detention of Leyla Yunus 
and her husband Arif (Yunusova and Yunusov v Azerbaijan II), and the brutal 
beating of investigative journalist Idrak Abbasov at a protest action (Haji and 
others v Azerbaijan).

IN NUMBERS
2020

LANDMARK JUDGMENTS 
IN EHRAC CASES IN 2020

CASES WON
We won 30 cases on behalf of 78 
applicants who were awarded a total 
of €14,660,579 in compensation. 

LAWYERS MENTORED
We mentored 15 lawyers from 6 
organisations from Russia, Ukraine, 
Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan.

NEW PROJECTS
We launched two new major projects in 2020. The 
first seeks to strengthen the capacity of human 
rights defenders and activists to effectively 
litigate and advocate for the redress of egregious 
violations committed by security forces across our 
target region. The second project is specifically 
concerned with supporting human rights defenders 
in Russia and has a particular focus on those who 
are litigating and advocating around the issue of 
violence against women. 

VIRTUAL EXPERT 
ROUNTABLE 
We brought together eight, expert 
litigators from Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, 
Armenia, and Azerbaijan, to share 
experiences and discuss the challenges 
involved in litigating self-defence in the 
context of domestic violence.

CASES LITIGATED

We litigated 25 cases, representing 66 
applicants, before the European Court 
of Human Rights and the UN Committee 
on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW).



The European Court of Human Rights and other 
international mechanisms may be the only effective 
avenue for victims of occupation and conflict to 
secure a measure of justice.

ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES IN RUSSIA’S  
NORTH CAUCASUS
EHRAC was set up in 2003 when its initial focus was to litigate cases of gross 
human rights violations arising from the conflict in Chechnya and other 
republics in Russia’s North Caucasus. Together with Memorial, we have jointly 
litigated over 150 cases relating to abuses committed by Russia’s federal 
security services. Numerous cases remain pending at the European Court 
of Human Rights relating to conflict and post-conflict abuses in the former 
Soviet region, including many cases of individuals forcibly disappeared as a 
tool of war and repression. 

In successive rulings in 2020, the European Court of Human Rights found 
Russia responsible for the abduction and presumed deaths of 5 young people 
whose relatives were represented by EHRAC and Memorial HRC. We continue 
to represent many more bereaved families as they seek justice.

SEEKING ACCOUNTABILITY FOR SHOOTING OF  
KIST TEENAGER
19-year-old Temirlan Machalikashvili was shot in the head in his bedroom during 
a raid on his family home by the Georgian security forces in the early hours 
of 26 December 2017. He died in hospital a couple of weeks later. Temirlan’s 
mother, father, grandmother, and sister were all detained during the security 
operation, and were held for hours in two bedrooms of the family home in 
the Pankisi Gorge region of Georgia. They heard a gunshot from Temirlan’s 
bedroom, and when they were finally released, he was gone.

The Georgian authorities have failed to provide the Machalikashvili family 
with answers about what happened on the night that Temirlan was shot. 
No-one within the state security infrastructure has had to answer for his 
death. EHRAC and the Tbilisi-based Human Rights Education and Monitoring 
Centre (EMC) represent the family as they seek justice for Temirlan’s death at 
the European Court of Human Rights. The family claim that the actions of the 
Georgian security agents were unjustified, disproportionate, and excessive, 
in breach of Temirlan’s right to life, and that the investigation into his death 
has been insufficient.

In November 2020, EHRAC and EMC replied to the Georgian Government’s 
submissions in the case, reiterating the claims of the Machalikashvili family.

REMEDYING UKRAINE CONFLICT ABUSES
Following Russia’s annexation of Crimea in April 2014, and the ensuing armed 
conflict in the Donbas region, EHRAC has been working in partnership with a 
number of Ukrainian human rights NGOs to litigate related cases of human 
rights violations at the European Court of Human Rights.

In September 2019, dozens of imprisoned Ukrainian citizens were released by 
Russia as part of a prisoner exchange. One of the freed prisoners was political 
activist Mykola Karpyuk. He had not set foot in his homeland for over five 
years—not since the early days of the conflict between Russia and Ukraine. 

Mykola had been held incommunicado in a Russian detention facility, where 
he was tortured by his captors and forced to make incriminating statements, 
since March 2014. He was eventually brought before a court in Chechnya and 
sentenced to 22 1/2 years in prison for a range of offences including murder. 

Mykola has always protested his innocence and claims that he was targeted 
because of his political views. The European Court of Human Rights 
communicated Mykola’s case to the Russian Federation in November 2020. 
EHRAC and the Ukrainian Legal Advisory Group (ULAG) represent him in 
this case. 

One of the cases ruled on by the European Court of 
Human Rights concerned the disappearance of a 
young woman in North Ossetia. Zalina Yelkhoroyeva 
was 30 years old at the time of her disappearance 
in 2010. She was snatched by armed men near a 
checkpoint to Ingushetia, where she lived. Zalina’s 
family believed that she was kidnapped simply 
because her brother was a suspect in a criminal case. 

The European Court ruled that Zalina must be 
presumed dead following her unacknowledged 
detention, most probably by the Russian security 
services, and that the State was therefore 
responsible for her death. It also found that the 
Russian authorities had failed to carry out an 
effective criminal investigation into her abduction.

DISAPPEARANCE OF ZALINA YELKHOROYEVA

Mykola Karpyuk

Masked soldiers in unmarked army uniforms 
who appeared during the annexation of 
Crimea by the Russian Federation

Zalina Yelkhoroyeva

STRATEGIC LITIGATION

CONFLICT AND 
POST-CONFLICT 
ABUSES

'This is one of the most controversial cases from 
Georgia in recent years because it concerns not 

just a procedural violation of the right to life, but 
also a substantive violation, which is the possible 

wrongful killing of Temirlan Machalikashvili by 
the authorities. The case also concerns very 

deep-rooted institutional problems regarding 
the security services in Georgia, and their lack of 

transparency and accountability.'
Tamar Samkharadze, EMC

'I am grateful for the work of my legal representatives in 
my case. I was not hopeful that such a judgment could be 

adopted after a long and painful domestic procedure. I think 
today’s judgment is fair, and I am very happy about it. I hope 

those who committed this crime will be finally dismissed 
from their duties and punished according to the law. I hope 

that this judgment and other decisions of international 
bodies will put an end to the killings and disappearances in 

Russia, especially in the North Caucasus.'

Khasan Tsoroyev, applicant
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Amidst this context, EHRAC has now launched a new three-year project 
which will seek to build the capacity of Russian human rights defenders to 
litigate on a range of human rights violations and to engage in advocacy 
to ensure implementation using international mechanisms. 

PROTECTING DISSENTING VOICES FROM 
POLITICAL PERSECUTION IN RUSSIA
Russian opposition activist Alexei Navalny has barely been out of the 
news in the past year. In August 2020, he was poisoned with a Novichok 
nerve agent, narrowly avoiding death. He was airlifted to Berlin, where he 
eventually awoke from a coma and spent several months recovering. He 
returned to Russia in January 2021 but was detained by the authorities 
upon arrival and later imprisoned. Huge protests have taken place across 
Russia since his return.

Before the events of the summer, Navalny, his Anti-Corruption Foundation 
(FBK), and nine of his associates and associated entities, submitted an 
application to the European Court of Human Rights in which they claimed 
that they were being unlawfully prevented from carrying out their 
activities by the Russian authorities as a result of a large and invasive 
criminal investigation into alleged money laundering by FBK staff. EHRAC, 
together with FBK lawyer Alexander Pomazuyev, are representing the 
applicants in the case. 

The applicants argue that the Russian authorities’ coercive measures 
constitute a deliberate and ongoing campaign of intimidation and 
harassment against FBK, and Navalny’s supporters, with the aim of 
preventing them from exercising their rights of freedom of association 
and expression for political purposes. 

PRESERVING AZERBAIJAN’S INDEPENDENT 
LEGAL PROFESSION
The independent legal profession is under sustained attack in Azerbaijan. 
Disciplinary proceedings have been brought against human rights lawyers in 
response to their legitimate exercise of the right to freedom of expression—for 
publicising human rights violations perpetrated against their clients in detention, 
or for disclosing instances of the abusive administration of justice in their clients’ 
cases. Over a dozen Azerbaijani lawyers have been deprived of the opportunity 
to practise their profession, and over two dozen have been targeted by the 
Azerbaijani authorities since 2005. 

Many human rights lawyers who were previously independent of the Azerbaijani 
Bar Association (ABA) have faced de facto disbarment through non-admission 
to the Bar. In 2020, EHRAC submitted a landmark case to the European Court 
of Human Rights on behalf of five Azerbaijani human rights lawyers who 
allege that Azerbaijan has violated their Convention rights. The lawyers 
were arbitrarily denied access to the Azerbaijani Bar in 2018, after failing 
an admission process that is open to bias and abuse. The five lawyers are 
now unable to practise before domestic courts in Azerbaijan, which has both 
negatively impacted their lives and impeded their vital human rights work. 
EHRAC is representing the applicants in this case — Emin Abbasov, Tural 
Hajibayli, Asima Nasirli, Samad Rahimli, and Ramil Suleymanov.

DEFENDING FREE MEDIA IN AZERBAIJAN
The space for free and independent media in Azerbaijan is also shrinking. 
Independent journalists routinely face harassment and intimidation. EHRAC 
is litigating a case concerning four critical news websites—Azadliq.info, 
Meydan TV, Azerbaycan Saati, and Turan TV—which the authorities have 
blocked access to in Azerbaijan. Prior to the 2017 ban, the websites were 
among the few independent online media sources left in the country. In 2020, 
EHRAC countered the Azerbaijani Government’s submissions to the European 
Court of Human Rights in the case, reiterating the websites’ claims that the 
ban violates their right to freedom of expression. The applicants argue that 
such a limitation of their rights is unlawful, serves no legitimate aim, and is 
not necessary in a democratic society. The case is now awaiting judgment.

Amid a sustained crackdown on civil liberties in 
Russia and Azerbaijan, the voices of those who dare 
to speak out in defence of human rights are being 
suppressed and silenced.

STRATEGIC LITIGATION

REPRESSION OF 
CRITICAL VOICES

STANDING UP FOR RUSSIAN CIVIL SOCIETY 
The human rights situation continued to deteriorate in Russia in 2020. A number 
of our longstanding partners and colleagues were either harassed, attacked, or 
threatened with expulsion from the country. Russian lawmakers also approved 
a raft of new measures further restricting protest and dissent. This included 
updated ‘Foreign Agent’ laws, which will continue to adversely affect human 
rights NGOs, media organisations, and now even private individuals, such as 
independent journalists and bloggers. 

Alexei Navalny.

‘I want to hope that the Government 
of Azerbaijan cannot deprive dozens of 

independent lawyers in perpetuity. I believe 
that independent lawyers must fight to 
establish a genuinely independent legal 

profession which is not dependent on the 
Government and its institutions.’

Emin Abbasov, applicant.

‘These actions have coincided with important 
events in which the FBK and I have been 
involved, including protests against the 

government’s refusal to admit independent 
candidates to stand in elections. This proves 
that the Government is exerting pressure for 

exclusively political reasons.’
Alexei Navalny
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EQUALITY & 
DISCRIMINATION

Everybody should be treated with fairness and 
accorded dignity, regardless of their gender, sexual 
orientation, race or religion.

TACKLING HATE CRIMES AGAINST ARMENIA’S 
LGBTIQ+ COMMUNITY
Homophobia remains all too common in Armenia, where the authorities 
have repeatedly failed to effectively investigate anti-LGBTIQ+ violence. 
Existing legislation does not sufficiently protect sexual minorities from 
discrimination.

Yerevan’s D.I.Y. Club was once a popular spot for Armenia’s LGBTIQ+ 
community. But in 2012 the bar was firebombed by a group of men with 
neo-Nazi affiliations. 

The club’s co-owner, Amine ‘Tsomak’ Oganezova, is a well-known member of 
Armenia’s LGBTIQ+ community. EHRAC and Pink Armenia are representing 
Tsomak as she pursues justice at the European Court of Human Rights. In 
submissions made in response to the Armenian Government’s arguments 
in 2020, EHRAC and Pink Armenia reiterated Tsomak’s assertion that 
she had been subjected to a concerted campaign of verbal and physical 
homophobia, which constituted inhuman treatment. She was further 
discriminated against by officials’ expressions of support for her victimisers 
and by institutional failures in safeguarding her, which forced her to 
leave the country. EHRAC argues that the Armenian authorities, and the 
country’s existing legislation, failed to recognise her as a holder of rights. 
Tsomak’s case is now awaiting judgment. 

ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST 
WOMEN AND GIRLS
Violence against women and girls is a scourge 
the world over. Insufficient legal protections for 
victims of domestic and sexual violence, as well 
as deeply entrenched gender stereotypes in law 
enforcement and the courts, make it difficult for 
those affected to seek and obtain justice within 
EHRAC’s target region.  

EHRAC, together with partners in Russia and 
Georgia, are litigating several cases of violence 
against women before the European Court of Human 
Rights and the UN Committee on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). These 
cases address a broad spectrum of gender-based 
violence. EHRAC’s litigation has previously acted 
as a catalyst for the Georgian Government to 
instigate widespread reforms aimed at ensuring 
a zero-tolerance policy towards violence against 
women. 

In 2020, EHRAC, with Union Sapari and Human 
Rights Centre, replied to the Georgian Government’s 
arguments in a case concerning an ‘honour-based’ 
crime. The case, which is pending before the CEDAW 
Committee, relates to the forced suicide in 2014 of 
an ethnic Azerbaijani woman by her own relatives 
in rural Georgia because she brought ‘shame’ on her 
family through being perceived to have transgressed 
so-called ‘honour’ values. EHRAC argues that the 
woman was a victim of gender-based violence 
and femicide, as well as discrimination by the local 
authorities that failed to provide her with any  legal 
protective measures, or to effectively investigate 
her death. 

EHRAC has also begun to strategically intervene 
in gender-violence cases at the European Court of 
Human Rights in which we hope to effect positive 
change through our knowledge and expertise.

SECURING LEGAL GENDER RECOGNITION IN 
GEORGIA
Transgender people in Georgia are marginalised and discriminated against, 
not least because the country lacks a quick, transparent, and accessible legal 
gender recognition procedure. Many transgender people have been denied 
legal gender recognition because the Georgian authorities argue that they 
must undergo gender reassignment surgery before being allowed to do so. 
Their inability to amend the legal gender marker in their Georgian I.D. has 
resulted in serious, multiple, and pervasive consequences, including transphobic 
prejudice and discrimination. EHRAC, in partnership with the Tbilisi-based 
NGOs Women’s Initiatives Supporting Group (WISG) and the Georgian Young 
Lawyers’ Association (GYLA), has taken cases on behalf of three Georgian 
transgender people who have been denied legal gender recognition.

The gender marker on Nikolo Ghviniashvili’s ID still reads ‘F’. When asked to 
show his identity documents, Nikolo fears being forced to disclose his status 
as a transgender man, and he has been asked intrusive questions and received 
offensive, transphobic comments. EHRAC and GYLA are representing Nikolo 
in a case before the European Court of Human Rights and, in 2020, made 
further submissions on his behalf, arguing that he has experienced degrading 
treatment, an invasion of his privacy, and discrimination.

UN: The most dangerous place 
for a woman is her home.

Nikolo GhviniashviliArmenian LGBTIQ+ protest sign
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The COVID-19 pandemic meant that some of our 
capacity-building events had to be scaled back in 
2020 due to global travel restrictions. This included 
our flagship event, the Legal Skills Development 
Programme (LSDP), which takes place every year 
in Strasbourg, as well as other legal clinics and 
seminars that bring together our partners either in 
London or within our target region. 

Our remote, peer-to-peer mentoring approach 
continued largely unhindered. Our approach pairs 
lawyers working in our local partner NGOs, or private 
practice lawyers, with members of our expert legal 
team. Together they litigate strategic human rights 
cases, with our team providing advice on strategy, 
argumentation, procedure and evidence.

VIRTUAL EXPERT ROUNDTABLE ON SELF DEFENCE 
IN THE CONTEXT OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
EHRAC hosted its first ever virtual expert roundtable in September 2020, 
bringing together eight expert litigators from Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, 
Armenia, and Azerbaijan, to share experiences and discuss the challenges 
involved in litigating self-defence in the context of domestic violence. The 
issue is complex, little-understood, and both under-litigated and inadequately 
addressed at the international level. Few, if any, international standards have 
been established around this issue.

The roundtable participants are experts in issues relating to violence against 
women within the former Soviet Union, but not all of them had prior, specific 
expertise in litigating self-defence in a context of domestic violence. The aim 
of the roundtable was therefore to provide an opportunity for the participants 
to share valuable knowledge and experience, and to better understand the 
challenges arising in litigation on this issue. 

LEGAL MENTORING 
& TRAINING

‘I plan to share my knowledge 
with a lawyer who is currently 

representing a woman in a 
self-defence case, and with my 
colleagues in order to develop 

new approaches to such cases.’
Halyna Fedkovych, Women’s Centre (Lviv, Ukraine)

'This has been so far the most well-
organised online roundtable that I've 

participated in during COVID…[it was useful 
to understand] similarities throughout the 

countries of the region regarding legal 
challenges in self-defence…in particular, 
the Russian experience was very useful 
to take into account, since it very much 

mirrors similar practices in the other parts 
of the region. I am convinced about the 

need for litigating a strategic case on self-
defence in Georgia.'

Tamar Samkharadze, EMC (Tbilisi, Georgia)

European Court of Human Rights
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MENTORING CASE STUDY

TACKLING 
DISCRIMINATION IN 
GEORGIA
Tamar Samkharadze is a Strategic Litigation Lawyer 
at the Tbilisi-based, anti-discrimination and human 
rights NGO Human Rights Education and Monitoring 
Center (EMC), which is one of EHRAC’s closest 
litigation partners in Georgia. 

EHRAC and EMC jointly litigated a number of cases in 2020, including the case 
relating to the Georgian security service’s killing of an ethnic Kist teenager, 
Temirlan Machalikavishili, in his home in 2017 (Machalikavishili v Georgia), and 
a case concerning the authorities’ detention and ill-treatment of LGBTIQ+ 
activists wishing to participate in the demonstration on International Day 
Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia in 2016 (Dzerkhorashvili 
and Others v Georgia). 

Tamar worked with EHRAC’s legal team on both of these cases, which she 
says are hugely important in terms of tackling deep-rooted issues relating to 
discrimination and a lack of accountability and transparency within Georgian 
institutions. Tamar spoke about how EHRAC’s unique mentoring approach 
works and why it is useful and constructive:

Tamar also spoke about new approaches that she has developed as a result 
of EHRAC’s mentoring and guidance:

‘The collaboration with EHRAC has proved especially key at 
the communication stage because we have to respond to the 

submissions of the Government, which tends to present arguments 
in very confusing ways. EHRAC’s expert legal team helped us to 

focus on the main points of the submissions and encouraged us to 
set our own agenda and not follow the Government’s agenda. It is 
important not to lose sight of any key argument in the process of 

our exchange of responses with the Government, in order to make 
the Court see what the real issues are.’

‘First of all, we agree on an initial strategy: the core points we 
need to argue and address, as well as a timeline around the 

drafting process. Then we exchange documents. EHRAC provides 
useful revisions and suggestions, as well as guidance on obtaining 
evidence, such as specific questions to ask witnesses, or advice on 

the exhaustion of domestic remedies . . . Working with EHRAC is 
always very fruitful, and it contributes to the final outcome in the 

sense that the submissions are always well-drafted, structured, and 
substantiated, and it’s easy to communicate and exchange ideas. 
EHRAC’s experience and knowledge of the case-law and how the 

Court approaches practical issues is invaluable.’

Tamar Samkharadze

RESOURCES
EHRAC regularly develops practical legal resources to 
ensure that human rights litigators and activists are 
well-equipped to effectively seek redress for violations, 
challenge impunity, and advocate for change.

WITNESS STATEMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL HUMAN 
RIGHTS LITIGATION: PREPARATION GUIDE
Written witness statements are the most important way of presenting the 
evidence of victims, or other witnesses, to the European Court of Human 
Rights. This year we made our practical guide to preparing detailed witness 
statements available in four languages: English, Russian, Georgian, and 
Azerbaijani. 

DISBARRED, SUSPENDED, OR CRIMINALLY 
PROSECUTED: AZERBAIJANI HUMAN  
RIGHTS LAWYERS 
In the years following the 2014 crackdown on civil society in Azerbaijan and 
the criminal prosecution of NGO and human rights defenders, human rights 
lawyers who took up these and other ‘politically sensitive’ cases have been 
subjected to severe retaliation by the authorities, which has sometimes resulted 
in the suspension of their licences and even disbarment.

In 2020, we updated our list of disbarred, suspended, or criminally prosecuted 
Azerbaijani lawyers, which has served as an advocacy and awareness-raising 
tool, with developments in a number of cases, including the European Court 
judgment concerning Khalid Bagirov’s disbarment, which was found to have 
breached his freedom of expression and right to a private life. 

EHRAC Witness Statement 
Guide, (from top-to-bottom) in 
English, Georgian, Russian, and 
Azerbaijani. 
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SECURING JUSTICE FOR THE FAMILIES OF 
CHECHNYA’S DISAPPEARED
More than thirteen years have passed since the European Court of Human 
Rights first held Russia responsible for an ‘enforced disappearance’, and more 
than a decade has passed since the Council of Europe commenced supervision 
of such cases. So far, the fate of very few individuals has been established. 
Many families continue to live with agonising uncertainty as to the loss of 
their loved ones. And people continue to disappear in the region. 

EHRAC and Memorial HRC, after having successfully represented many 
families of disappeared persons before the European Court of Human Rights, 
are now also bringing cases to the UN Working Group on Enforced and 
Involuntary Disappearances (WGEID). 33 individual cases were submitted 
in 2020. More are planned.

Applications to WGEID are intended to establish the fate of the missing. 
Cases remain open in WGEID’s database until the fate or whereabouts of 
the person is determined. The families wish, more than anything else, that 
this can be achieved.

ENDING IMPUNITY FOR SECURITY FORCE 
VIOLATIONS
EHRAC has litigated, and continues to litigate, many cases before the European 
Court of Human Rights and other international mechanisms which concern 
the use of excessive force by state agents against ordinary people. These 
include cases of enforced disappearances, extrajudicial killings, and other 
egregious abuses, committed in the context of past or present conflicts: in 
Russia’s North Caucasus, eastern Ukraine, Crimea, South Ossetia, Abkhazia, 
and Nagorno-Karabakh. Too many times these security force violations go 
unacknowledged or unchallenged, and perpetrators are not held to account. 

EHRAC launched a new project in 2020 which aims to strengthen the capacity 
of human rights defenders and lawyers in the region to seek justice and 
advocate for the resolution of enforced disappearances and other abuses 
perpetrated by security forces. We empower civil society to be able to 
effectively engage with national and international mechanisms, to promote 
respect for international human rights standards, and to advocate for 
governments to acknowledge, prevent, and address security force abuses, 
and to end impunity.

DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS IN 

AZERBAIJAN
Human rights defenders (‘HRDs’) in Azerbaijan have been under immense 
pressure since the authorities initiated a crackdown on civil society in 2014. 
HRDs face the threat of arbitrary arrest, detention, intimidation and harassment, 
and restrictive and onerous NGO legislation has made it increasingly difficult 
for human rights groups to operate. 

For several years, EHRAC has been advocating at the Council of Europe for the 
proper implementation of a group of cases, which comprises government critics, 
civil society activists, and HRDs who have all been subjected to ‘retaliatory 
prosecutions’ by the Azerbaijani authorities, as found in successive European 
Court of Human Rights judgments. EHRAC represents Rasul Jafarov, Intigam 
Aliyev, Leyla Yunusova and Arif Yunusov within the group. All are prominent 
HRDs who were unlawfully arrested and detained during the crackdown, and 
who were later vindicated by separate European Court rulings which found 
their arrests to have been politically motivated and aimed at silencing them 
for their human rights work. 

Azerbaijan’s Supreme Court finally quashed Rasul’s conviction in April 2020. 
Azerbaijan failed to fully implement the European Court’s judgment in Rasul’s 
case for over four years. 

Rasul’s acquittal, and the full restoration of his civil and political rights, based 
on the European Court ruling, is a triumph. But it also underlines the continuing 
work that must be done to remedy the injustices that others continue to 
suffer. Within this group of cases, only Rasul and the opposition politician 
Ilgar Mammadov have had their convictions quashed. Six other applicants 
remain negatively affected by the criminal charges brought against them, 
and Azerbaijan still fails to comply with the European Court judgments in 
their individual cases.

Intigam Aliyev’s conviction remains in place. He is still unable to access his 
bank accounts, which means that his legal NGO cannot receive funding, 
and he is also subject to two travel bans. EHRAC continues to advocate for 
Intigam and others in the group. In 2020, we participated in a European 
Implementation Network briefing to the Council of Europe’s Committee of 
Ministers (‘CM’), and, together with Amnesty International, urged the CM 
to call upon Azerbaijan to end the restrictive situation for human rights 
defenders in the country, as part of its obligations to comply with the legally 
binding judgments of the European Court.  

ADVOCACY & 
IMPLEMENTATION

States are obliged to take steps to implement 
judgments by international bodies, such as changing 
domestic laws or practices or carrying out effective 
investigations. 

Caption

‘I am delighted that justice prevailed 
in my case, and that I am now able to 
continue my professional activities 
without any further restrictions. I 

sincerely hope that the Azerbaijani 
Government will also fully execute 
the ECtHR’s judgments in the cases  

of my colleagues.’
Rasul Jafarov

Rasul Jafarov.

Disappeared persons from Russia's North Caucasus: (from left to right) 
Adam Medov, Rashid Ozdoyev, Timur Yandiev, and Bashir Mutsolgov
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EHRAC joined Middlesex University in 2013 and is part of the School of Law. 
EHRAC’s Director Philip Leach is Professor of Human Rights Law. 

Over the years, EHRAC has forged close connections with alumni of the Law 
School of Middlesex University. In 2020, we worked together with former 
Middlesex LLM student, Olga Karacheva, a practising Russian human rights 
lawyer, to lodge a third-party intervention in a domestic violence case (T.V. v 
Russia) before the European Court of Human Rights. The decision to intervene 
came from our 2019 expert roundtable on litigating sexual violence, in which 
Olga participated. 

We were also delighted to be awarded Project of the Year in Middlesex 
University’s 2020 Staff Awards for our innovative collaboration with digital 
investigations agency Forensic Architecture in 2019. We commissioned 
Forensic Architecture to compile open-source evidence of Russian military 
presence during the Battle of Ilovaisk in eastern Ukraine in 2014 for use in 
our litigation of a group of related cases (Ponomarenko and others v Ukraine 
and Russia). Forensic Architecture presented their findings on an interactive 
online platform. Knowing that we have the wholehearted support of Middlesex 
University gives us huge confidence to take on greater challenges and push 
new boundaries in all areas of our work.

EHRAC AT 
MIDDLESEX 
UNIVERSITY

'Knowing that we have the 
wholehearted support of Middlesex 
University gives us huge confidence 
to take on big new challenges and 

push new boundaries in our work. We 
are very grateful for the support and 

encouragement we receive.'
Laure Trebosc, EHRAC Head of Programmes

BARBARA KARCH
Finance and Grants Officer

PROF. PHILIP LEACH 
Director

KATE LEVINE
Lawyer 

LUCY MACEWAN
Development Officer

PATRICK REGAN
Strategy, Evaluation and Reporting Advisor

RAMUTE REMEZAITE
Legal Consultant

CHLOE TENNANT
Project and Evaluation Officer

LAURE TREBOSC
Head of Programmes

ANNA WILCZYNSKA 
Finance Assistant

ULKAR ALIYEV
Oak Foundation Fellow

DARIANA GRYAZNOVA
Oak Foundation Fellow

ELBA BENDO 
Lawyer

CHARLOTTA BLOMQVIST
Project Officer

CONSTANTIN COJOCARIU 
Lawyer

TOBY COLLIS
Lawyer

TINA DEVADASAN
Programme and Finance Advisor

JAMES DOWSETT
Media and Communications Officer

JOANNA EVANS
Legal Director (job share)

JESSICA GAVRON
Legal Director (job share)

ANDRII GLADUN 
Programme Support Officer

MARGARITA ILIEVA 
Lawyer 

OUR TEAM 

STAFF

FELLOWS

Church Farm, 
Middlesex University The EHRAC Team
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EHRAC LITIGATION IN 2020
CASE PARTNER 

ORGANISATION/ 
LAWYER

OVERVIEW OF FACTS AS ARGUED BY APPLICATIONS NUMBER OF 
APPLICANTS

CASE PROGRESS IN 2020

GEORGIA
Aghdgomelashvili & 
Japaridze v Georgia

Originally lodged 
by INTERIGHTS 
and Article 42

Abusive police conduct during search of premises of an 
LGBTIQ+ NGO motivated by homophobic and transphobic 
hatred.

2 Judgment

Dzerkhorashvili & others v 
Georgia

EMC Detention and conviction of LGBTIQ+ activists during protest 
against repression.

7 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Georgian Muslim Relations 
v Georgia

EMC State’s alleged failure to protect against hate speech and other 
acts of violence motivated by religion, and failure to investigate 
allegations.

8 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Ghviniashvili v Georgia GYLA Refusal of the authorities to amend the gender marker on 
identity documents of transgender man.

1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Jeiranova v Georgia EMC/Union Sapari Failure to effectively investigate death. 1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Khoperia v Georgia GYLA Alleged ill-treatment by police officers to extract a confession, 
and lack of effective investigation.

1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Machalikashvili v Georgia EMC Failure of authorities to explain or effectively investigate killing 
of young man by state agents.

4 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Megrelishvili v Georgia GYLA Unfair trial of individual for drugs offences. 1 Judgment

NG v Georgia GYLA Authorities’ failures in investigation of rape of minor. 1 New application

Vardosanidze v Georgia GYLA Death of child as a result of gas leak in an apartment. 1 Judgment

CASE PARTNER 
ORGANISATION/ 
LAWYER

OVERVIEW OF FACTS AS ARGUED BY APPLICATIONS NUMBER OF 
APPLICANTS

CASE PROGRESS IN 2020

ARMENIA
Oganezova v Armenia PINK Armenia Attack on LGBTIQ+ venue in Yerevan 1 Replied to Government’s 

observations

AUSTRIA
Kurt v Austria Equality Now/

Equal Rights Trust
Failure to enforce restraining order against violent husband, 
which resulted in murder of children.

1 Submitted third-party 
intervention

ARZERBAIJAN
Abbasov and Others v 
Azerbaijan

N/A Human rights lawyers denied access to Azerbaijani Bar. 5 New application

Abbasov v Azerbaijan Individual lawyer Ill-treatment of investigative journalist at protest action, and 
failure to investigate allegations.

1 Judgment

Aliyev v Azerbaijan IV Individual lawyer Imposition of travel ban after conditional release from prison. 1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Azadliq & Others v 
Azerbaijan

Individual lawyer Blocking of four websites and their inclusion in the list of 
information resources hosting prohibited information.

4 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Bagirov v Azerbaijan N/A Suspension and disbarment of human rights lawyer 1 Judgment

Huseynov & Others v 
Azerbaijan

Individual lawyer Detention and torture of protestors. 5 New application

Minasyan and Makuchyan 
v Azerbaijan and Hungary

Individual lawyer Failure to enforce prison sentence for ethnic hate crime 2 Judgment

Yunusova & Yunusov v 
Azerbaijan II

Individual lawyer Legal proceedings against human rights defenders. 2 Judgment
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EHRAC LITIGATION IN 2020
CASE PARTNER 

ORGANISATION/ 
LAWYER

OVERVIEW OF FACTS AS ARGUED BY APPLICATIONS NUMBER OF 
APPLICANTS

CASE PROGRESS IN 2020

Mayzuls & Others v Russia Memorial HRC Unlawful dispersal of protest held in support of Bolotnaya 
Square accused.

10 Judgment

Navalnyy & FBK v Russia Individual lawyer Unlawful prevention of activities due to large and invasive 
criminal investigation.

11 New application

Navalnyy & Ofitserov v 
Russia

Yale Law School Repeat conviction for alleged fraud aimed at preventing 
individual from standing in election.

2 Submitted third-party 
intervention

Saidova v Russia Memorial HRC Abduction and subsequent disappearance of individual, and 
failure to properly investigate.

1 Judgment

Sokiryanskaya and others 
v Russia

Memorial HRC Dispersal of demonstration commemorating murdered 
journalist

6 Judgment

Sozayev and others v 
Russia

Memorial HRC Dispersal of LGBTIQ+ activists’ protest against ‘gay propaganda’ 
law

5 Judgment

Styazhkova v Russia Memorial HRC Ill-treatment of conscript who later died in alleged suicide, and 
failure of investigation into his death

1 Judgment

Tsoroyev v Russia Memorial HRC Extrajudicial killing of individual during security operation. 1 Judgment

TV v Russia Equality Now/
Equal Rights Trust

Domestic violence and rape in marriage. 1 Submitted third-party 
intervention

Valibagandov v Russia Memorial HRC Abduction and subsequent disappearance of individual. 1 Judgment

Vasiliev & others v Russia Memorial HRC Unfair trials of Hizb ut-Tahrir members. 5 Judgment

Yelkhoroyev v Russia Memorial HRC Abduction and subsequent disappearance of individual, and 
ineffectiveness of ensuing investigation.

1 Judgment

UKRAINE
Zayets v Ukraine Individual lawyer Death of child on a railway crossing, and subsequent failure to 

investigate.
2 Replied to Government’s 

observations

CASE PARTNER 
ORGANISATION/ 
LAWYER

OVERVIEW OF FACTS AS ARGUED BY APPLICATIONS NUMBER OF 
APPLICANTS

CASE PROGRESS IN 2020

RUSSIA
Andreyeva & Others v 
Russia

Memorial HRC Unlawful dispersal of protest held in support of Bolotnaya 
Square accused.

10 Judgment

Daniliny v Russia Memorial HRC Abduction and subsequent disappearance of individual, and 
failure to properly investigate.

2 Judgment

Daurbekov v Russia Memorial HRC Ill-treatment and torture in detention. 1 Judgment

Dubrovina and others v 
Russia

Memorial HRC Illegal disruption of private charity meeting 4 Judgment

Gayeva v Russia Memorial HRC Torture and death of man in police custody, and failure to 
investigate circumstances surrounding death.

1 Judgment

Ilupin & others v Russia Memorial HRC Detention and failure to investigate an attack on LGBTIQ+ 
protest.

4 Judgment

Karastelev and Others v. 
Russia

Memorial HRC Sanctioning of two human rights following a public protest. 1 Judgment

Karelskiy & others v Russia Memorial HRC Unlawful dispersal of protest held in support of Bolotnaya 
Square accused.

9 Judgment

Karpyuk v Ukraine & Russia UHHRU Politically-motivated prosecution, conviction, and sentencing of 
Ukrainian citizen in Russia.

1 Communicated

Kazantsev and others v 
Russia

Memorial HRC Beating of protestors by riot police at peaceful rally. 3 Judgment

Kodzoyev v Russia Memorial HRC Torture in detention to extract confession. 1 Judgment

Lapunov v Russia Human Rights 
Watch

Persecution of gay man in Chechnya. 1 Submitted third-party 
intervention

Makhauri v Russia II Memorial HRC Abduction and subsequent disappearance of individual, and 
failure to properly investigate.

1 Judgment
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INCOMING  
RESOURCES

UNRESTRICTED 
FUNDS

RESTRICTED 
FUNDS

TOTAL  
2020

TOTAL  
2019

Grants and donations £254,065.36 £413,645.38 £667,710.74 £749,241.38

Other income £51,077.69  -   £51,077.69 £19,850.69 

Total incoming resources £305,143.05  £413,645.38 £718,788.43 £769,092.07 

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Fundraising and Publicity Costs £29,688.03 £16,721.83 £46,409.85 £45,432.16

CHARITABLE EXPENDITURE

Regional programme (Russia, 
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Ukraine) £46,546.61 £131,828.46 £178,375.07 £200,820.16

Human Rights Litigation and 
Advocacy £163,242.62 £191,374.23 £354,616.85 £348,658.89

Human Rights Training £18,672.90 £33,945.17 £52,618.07 £66,889.07

Raising Awareness & Dissemination 
of Information £45,513.31 £38,397.49 £83,910.80 £69,493.49

Governance costs £4,389.05 £1,378.21 £5,767.26 £5,657.80

Total resources expended £308,052.52 £413,645.38 £721,697.90 £736,951.57

NET OUTGOING RESOURCES -£2,909 -   -£2,909  £32,141 

This summary financial information represents the 
period 1 January to 31 December 2020. 

The information is derived from a schedule of 
EHRAC income and expenditure, subject to an 
agreed upon procedures review undertaken in 
March 2021 by external auditors, Knox Cropper.

The income figures in the Statement of Financial 
Activities are adjusted according to the type of 
grant, on a time basis for unrestricted grants and 
once the corresponding expenditure is incurred for 
restricted grants. Other income and expenditure 
are recognised on a cash basis.

EHRAC is a centre within Middlesex University. 
The University-wide annual audit of accounts is 
carried out by independent external registered 
auditors, reporting to the Board of Governors of 
Middlesex University.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL 
ACTIVITIES 

THANK YOU
to all our advisors and supporters

INTERNATIONAL STEERING 
COMMITTEE
BESARION BOKHASHVILI (CHAIR)
National Human Rights Officer for Georgia, Office 
of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in 
South Caucasus 

LARA AHARONIAN
Director, Women’s Resource Centre, Yerevan

INTIGAM ALIYEV
Human rights lawyer, Baku

GALINA ARAPOVA
Director, Mass Media Defence Centre, Voronezh

PROFESSOR BILL BOWRING
Professor of Law, Birkbeck College, London

ANTON BURKOV
Sutyazhnik (NGO), Ekaterinburg

HALYA COYNASH
Kharkiv Human Rights Group, Kharkiv

GIORGI GOGIA 
South Caucasus Director, Europe and Central Asia 
Division, Human Rights Watch, NY

DMYTRO KOTLYAR
Consultant to OECD, former Deputy Minister of 
Justice, Kyiv

DR. ARMEN MAZMANYAN
Director, Apella Institute, Yerevan

UK ADVISORY BOARD
SAMANTHA KNIGHTS QC (CHAIR)
Barrister, Matrix Chambers

DR. CHALOKA BEYANI
Associate Professor of International Law, London 
School of Economics

PROFESSOR JOSHUA CASTELLINO 
Executive Director, Minority Rights Group 
International

SIMON ERSKINE, DCHA, FCA, FCIE
Chartered Accountant 

MERVYN FLETCHER
Head of News, Save the Children

LUKE HARDING
Journalist and Author, The Guardian

NATALIA PRILUTSKAYA 
Researcher (Russia), Amnesty International

SIR KEIR STARMER QC 
MP for Holborn and St Pancras

ELIZABETH TEAGUE
formerly of the UK Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office 

OUR DONORS
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This publication has been produced with the 
assistance of the European Union. The contents 
of this publication are the sole responsibility of 
EHRAC and can in no way be taken to reflect the 
views of the European Union.

EHRAC relies on grants and charitable 
donations. Your generous support could enable 
us to represent more victims of human rights 
abuse at the European Court of Human Rights, 
continue mentoring lawyers in Russia, Ukraine, 
Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, and translate 
and disseminate vital human rights resources.

If you would like to support our work with a 
donation of any size, please visit:  
http://ehrac.org.uk/contact-us support-our-work/
Thank you. 

Printed on 100% recycled paper

EHRAC is established within Middlesex University. 
The University is an exempt charity by virtue of 
the Charities Act 1960.

European Human Rights Advocacy Centre 
(EHRAC)
Middlesex University
The Burroughs
Hendon 
NW4 4BT
Tel: +44 (0)208 411 2826
Fax: +44 (0)203 004 1767
Email: ehrac@mdx.ac.uk  
www.ehrac.org.uk 

EHRAC has partnership status with the Council 
of Europe.
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