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At the close of 2019, EHRAC received news from the UN 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW) that there had been “satisfactory implementation” 
of its recommendations to the Georgian Government in a case 
concerning the prolonged brutalisation of a mother and daughter 
by their husband and father respectively. CEDAW made its 
landmark decision in X and Y v Georgia, which was jointly litigated 
by EHRAC and the Tbilisi-based NGO Article 42, almost five years 
ago. Since then, EHRAC has been closely scrutinising the process 
of domestic implementation, engaging with UN representatives, 
government officials and civil society figures. 

The Georgian Government has since taken measures to address 
gaps in the protection and support available to victims of 
domestic violence, including by ratifying the Istanbul Convention, 
harmonising domestic laws with international standards, 
introducing state-run crisis centres, and mandatory training 
on domestic violence for judges, judicial candidates, and law 
enforcement officials. CEDAW’s recommendations on X and Y v 
Georgia provided a catalyst for these changes. 

This success illustrates the ambitious scope and potential of 
EHRAC’s precedent-setting, strategic human rights litigation, 
which spans five countries: Russia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Armenia 
and Georgia. Securing justice for victims of human rights 
violations is not only about obtaining a positive judgment or 
decision from an international body, such as the European Court 
of Human Rights or one of the UN mechanisms, but also about 
advocating for real and lasting change, and applying pressure on 
governments to implement judgments. 

We have now been conducting international litigation for more 
than sixteen years, and in that time, we have cultivated strong 
relationships with over a dozen NGO litigation partners.

Collaboration is key. A major highlight of 2019 was the unveiling 
of a public online platform of evidence assembled by the Turner 
Prize-nominated, open-source investigations agency Forensic 
Architecture, which we commissioned. This cutting-edge evidence 
has been submitted in a case that we are litigating, with the 
Ukrainian Legal Advisory Group, on behalf of 25 Ukrainian 
volunteer combatants who fought in eastern Ukraine in 2014. 
The combatants were captured by the Russian Armed Forces and 
handed over to separatists who ill-treated them in detention. It is 
the first time that evidence of this kind has been submitted to the 
European Court.

We would like to thank all those who supported us in 2019, and 
all consultants, interns, and staff, past and present, who have 
helped us across all areas of work. A huge vote of thanks to our 
funders, whose commitment to EHRAC’s work over many years has 
been integral to our growth.
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OUR LITIGATION PARTNERS

We also work with several human rights lawyers in Azerbaijan 
on an individual basis.

ABOUT US WHAT ISSUES DOES EHRAC 
CHALLENGE?

WHO WE ARE
We are a team of expert lawyers and NGO-management 
professionals, specialising in international human rights law and 
focusing primarily on the European Convention of Human Rights. 
We operate as an independent human rights centre, based within 
Middlesex University School of Law, London.

WHAT WE DO
We use international legal mechanisms to challenge serious human 
rights abuses in Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, 
in partnership with committed local lawyers and NGOs. We aim 
to secure justice for victims of human rights violations and their 
families and bring about lasting systemic change in the region. 

HOW WE WORK
We build and strengthen the expertise of human rights lawyers 
and NGOs operating in challenging circumstances by providing 
long-term legal mentoring, bespoke training, and ongoing advice 
and support. Working in close collaboration with partners, we take 
ground-breaking cases on behalf of vulnerable and marginalised 
communities. We set new international legal precedents which 
improve human rights standards, and advocate to ensure that 
state authorities fulfil their human rights obligations.

DISCRIMINATION 
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JUSTICE FOR BEREAVED FAMILIES
We collaborated with two of the world’s leading forensic scientists 
to brief governments and the Council of Europe on the scientific 
possibilities for identifying, excavating and potentially exhuming 
graves of disappeared persons in the North Caucasus. This 
represented a significant step forward in the long battle to secure 
justice for bereaved families.

OPEN-SOURCE EVIDENCE 
We commissioned the digital investigations agency Forensic 
Architecture to compile open-source evidence of Russian military 
presence during the Battle of Ilovaisk in Eastern Ukraine in 2014 
for use in our litigation of a group of related cases (Ponomarenko 
and others v Ukraine and Russia). Forensic Architecture presented 
their findings on an innovative and interactive online platform.

CATALYST FOR CHANGE
The UN’s CEDAW Committee concluded there had been 
“satisfactory implementation” of its recommendations in X and Y 
v Georgia, the first international domestic violence case against 
Georgia, marking a milestone in the complainants' search for 
justice and in the country’s wider efforts to tackle domestic 
violence. EHRAC’s joint litigation and advocacy with regional 
partners contributed to Georgia’s implementation of CEDAW’s 
recommendations.

STUDY VISIT 
We conducted a study visit for 7 partner lawyers in Strasbourg – 
our flagship Legal Skills Development Programme (LSDP).

NEW ONLINE TRAINING 
We launched a new online training guide on preparing detailed 
witness statements for the European Court of Human Rights, 
available in English, Georgian and Russian.

TWO-DAY EXPERT ROUNDTABLE 
We convened a two-day expert roundtable on litigating sexual 
violence against women in our target region for 10 partner lawyers 
and activists.

OUR 2019  
HIGHLIGHTS

32
CASES   
LITIGATED
We litigated 32 cases, representing 
120 applicants, before the European 
Court of Human Rights and the 
UN Committee on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW). There were developments in 
another 44 cases.

10
CASES   
WON
We won 10 cases on behalf of 15 
applicants, who were awarded a total 
of €767,600 in compensation. These 
judgments concerned a breach of 
protest rights in Russia (Ryabinina 
and others v Russia), Azerbaijan’s 
suppression of a leading human rights 
organisation (Jafarov and others v 
Azerbaijan), the arrest, detention and 
collective expulsion of Georgians from 
Russia during a period of diplomatic 
tension between the two countries 
(Chokheli and others v Russia and 
Dzidzava v Russia), as well as several 
cases of enforced disappearances in 
the North Caucasus region of Russia.

24
LAWYERS   
MENTORED
We mentored 24 lawyers at 11 
different organisations in Russia, 
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia and 
Ukraine. We also collaborated with 
the Allard K. Lowenstein International 
Human Rights Law Clinic at Yale Law 
School, and the Human Rights Clinic 
at the School of Law in the University 
of Texas at Austin.

Mount Elbrus, Caucasus
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STRATEGIC LITIGATION
CONSEQUENCES OF OCCUPATION & CONFLICT
The European Court of Human Rights and other international mechanisms may be the only effective 
avenue for victims of occupation and conflict to seek and secure justice. 

HUMAN RIGHTS IN OCCUPIED CRIMEA
Since the annexation and occupation of Crimea by the Russian 
Federation in March 2014, respect for human rights has been 
under increasing threat on the peninsula. Human rights defenders 
have been subjected to intimidation by the occupying authorities. 
Russian citizenship has been imposed on residents en masse. 
Tens of thousands of people have been internally displaced. 

EHRAC and the Kyiv-based Regional Centre for Human Rights 
(RCHR) have been working together to protect the rights of those 
affected by annexation, promote the restoration of international 
legal standards in Crimea, and enhance the skills of human rights 
defenders in Ukraine.

Together with RCHR, we lodged two new cases at the European 
Court in 2019. 

The first case concerns a Crimean Tatar who was banned from 
crossing Crimea’s border with mainland Ukraine on purported 
security grounds. He is a citizen of Ukraine and the majority of 
his family live in Crimea. The Russian authorities have refused to 
provide specific reasons for his 30-year ban. We argue that the 
actions of the occupying authorities constitute violations of the 
man's rights to freedom of movement, family life and the right 
to a fair trial, as he did not have access to the evidence that the 
security services relied upon when imposing the ban.  

The second case concerns Russia’s forced naturalisation policy. 
We represent a Ukrainian citizen living in Crimea who rejected 
Russian citizenship after it was imposed on all residents, and now 
finds herself with the status of a “foreigner” and subject to various 
restrictions on her rights. This change to her legal status has caused 
various routine practical disadvantages in her private life and with 
respect to her social identity. Her entitlement to reside in Crimea is 
now conditional and precarious, as is her access to medical, pension 
and banking services. We argue that Russia’s policy of forced 
citizenship was in breach of her fundamental rights.

CONFLICT IN EASTERN UKRAINE
“Europe's forgotten war” has been raging for six years now. 
EHRAC’s cutting-edge litigation not only seeks to establish 
the extent of Russian responsibility for human rights violations 
committed during the conflict but also to clarify the case law on the 
interplay between international humanitarian law (the law of armed 
conflict) and human rights law. 

Ilovaisk, August 2014

We commissioned Forensic Architecture, a digital investigations 
agency based at the University of London, to gather and present 
evidence of Russian military presence in and around the city of 
Ilovaisk in August 2014. 

Forensic Architecture unveiled a public online platform of evidence 
identified and verified using open source investigation techniques. 
This evidence has been submitted to the European Court of Human 
Rights in a case that we are litigating in partnership with the 
Ukrainian Legal Advisory Group (ULAG) on behalf of 25 Ukrainian 
volunteer combatants who fought at Ilovaisk. The combatants were 
first captured by the Russian Armed Forces before being unlawfully 
handed over to separatists from the unrecognised Donetsk People’s 
Republic (DNR), who detained and ill-treated them until their 
release between December 2014 and June 2015.  

The use of machine learning to source evidence is innovative in 
human rights litigation, as is the exhibition of such material on 
a digital platform. These developments offer new and exciting 
possibilities for using technology to hold states to account for 
egregious human rights abuses.   

‘ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES’ IN RUSSIA’S 
NORTH CAUCASUS
EHRAC was set-up in 2003 when its initial focus was to litigate 
cases of gross human rights violations arising from the conflict in 
Chechnya and other republics in Russia’s North Caucasus. Together 
with Memorial, we have jointly litigated over 150 cases relating to 
abuses committed by Russia’s federal security services. Sixteen 
years have passed since EHRAC was founded, and there remain 
numerous cases pending at the European Court of Human Rights 
relating to conflict and post-conflict abuses in the former Soviet 
region, including many cases of individuals forcibly disappeared as 
a tool of war and repression, some as recent as 2013. 

In successive rulings in 2019, the Court found Russia responsible 
for the abduction and presumed deaths of 7 young men whose 
relatives were represented by EHRAC and Memorial. We continue 
to represent many more bereaved families as they seek justice.

KILLING OF KIST TEENAGER BY GEORGIAN 
SECURITY FORCES
In the early hours of 26 December 2017, armed officers from 
Georgia’s State Security Services raided the home of Termirlan 
Machalikashvili in the Pankisi region of Georgia, as part of a 
security operation. His family, who had been held at gunpoint by 
the officers in two bedrooms of the house, heard a gunshot from 
Temirlan’s room. It soon emerged that he had been shot in the 
head. Temirlan died from his gunshot wounds two weeks later. 

Temirlan’s family are now seeking justice for his death and want to 
establish the truth as to what happened to him on that day. They 
have repeatedly been denied victim status in the case in Georgia, 
and the materials relating to the security operation remained 
classified state secrets until very recently. To date, no-one has 
been held responsible for Temirlan’s death. EHRAC and Tbilisi-
based Human Rights Education Monitoring Centre (EMC) are 
representing Temirlan’s parents, sister and grandmother, who were 
all at home when the raid took place.

The killing of Temirlan Machalikashvili happened against a 
backdrop of increased security operations in the Pankisi Gorge 
region of Georgia, which is home to the predominantly Muslim, 
ethnic Kist people. Temirlan’s case, which has created a national 
debate, reflects a serious, systemic problem relating to the lack of 
accountability surrounding killings perpetrated by security forces 
in the region.

Temirlan Machalikashvili

76
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STRATEGIC LITIGATION
REPRESSION OF CRITICAL VOICES
Amid a sustained crackdown on civil liberties in Russia and Azerbaijan, the voices of those who dare to 
speak out in defence of human rights are being suppressed and silenced.

DISMANTLING THE LEGAL PROFESSION
The independent legal profession in Azerbaijan has become a target of state repression 
over the last few years. Over twenty independent lawyers have been subjected to 
harassment, prosecution and disbarment by the authorities in order to restrict their ability 
to take on high-profile, politically sensitive cases, particularly those concerning human 
rights violations. Many of these lawyers have worked tirelessly to defend human rights in 
Azerbaijan since the crackdown on civil society began. 

EHRAC has lodged a new application on behalf of Yalchin Imanov, a prominent human 
rights lawyer who has been indefinitely disbarred after urging the Azerbaijani authorities 
to investigate serious allegations of torture suffered by his client in Gobustan high security 
prison, later describing the abhorrent treatment to the media. We argue that Yalchin’s 
disbarment interferes with his freedoms as guaranteed by the European Convention on 
Human Rights.

PRESERVING MEDIA FREEDOM 
A free and independent media plays a vital role in the protection of human rights in any 
society. International human rights NGOs have cited government restrictions on media 
freedom in Azerbaijan as a key factor in its appalling human rights record. The country 
was ranked 166th of 180 in Reporters Without Border’s 2019 annual World Press 
Freedom Index. 

We continue to pursue justice for Khadija Ismailoyva, an award-winning investigative 
journalist who has been punished for her anti-corruption reporting in Azerbaijan. Khadija 
is still subject to a travel ban over a criminal conviction that remains outstanding. Her 
case is pending before the European Court of Human Rights.

RIGHT TO PROTEST IN RUSSIA
Internationally renowned human rights defender, Yelena Ryabinina, 
was detained at a protest in 2006 against a state-sponsored smear 
campaign which accused Russian NGOs of espionage and foreign 
collusion. She sadly passed away in 2014, but her daughter Olga 
continued the case on her mother’s behalf. We represented Yelena, 
and subsequently Olga, together with Memorial. This year, the 
European Court of Human Rights found Yelena’s detention to have 
been unlawful, in breach of the right to protest.

Restrictions on the right to freedom of assembly remain a systemic 
problem in Russia. EHRAC, together with its partners, have tracked 
the clampdown on the right to protest in Russia since the late 
2000’s. We also represent four Russian LGBTI+ activists who were 
arrested and detained during peaceful protests against the State 
Duma’s adoption of a “homosexual propaganda law” in 2012 and 
2013 respectively. We maintain that their arrest and detention was 
unlawful, and in breach of their rights to freedom of expression and 
assembly. In 2019, we responded to the Russian Government’s 
arguments before the Court. 

PERSECUTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS 
IN AZERBAIJAN
Since Azerbaijan’s Government initiated a crackdown on civil 
society in 2014, leading human rights NGOs have been subjected 
to de facto closure, and some of their leaders have been detained 
and convicted for their work. 

In 2019, EHRAC won a case against Azerbaijan concerning its 
refusal to register the Human Rights Club (HRC), an NGO founded 
by the prominent human rights defenders Rasul Jafarov, Emin 
Huseynov and Sabuhi Gafarov. HRC’s application for registration 
– which would enable it to open a bank account, receive funding, 
and hire staff – was repeatedly rejected by the Azerbaijani Ministry 
of Justice, which provided specious reasons for the decisions. 
The European Court found a violation of the right to freedom of 
association, and that the Ministry of Justice had wrongly applied 
domestic laws. 

Rasul Jafarov

“My disbarment is not an isolated case. It was aimed to punish 
me for my human rights work. To no surprise, the domestic 
courts upheld the Azerbaijani Bar Association's appeal to 
disbar me as a part of their efforts to persecute me. I therefore 
place all my hope in Court to achieve justice in my case.”

Yalchin Imanov

AZERBAIJAN’S BLOCKED 
NEWS WEBSITES
In March and April 2017, the Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev approved 
amendments to the country’s laws on 
internet regulation, which included new 
powers allowing the domestic authorities 
to block websites. The Government 
immediately blocked a number of critical 
news websites, which were among some 
of the few independent media sources in 
Azerbaijan.

EHRAC is representing four of the 
websites – Meydan TV, Azadliq, 
Azerbaycan Saati and Turan TV – in a 
case which the European Court of Human 
Rights has now communicated to the 
Azerbaijani Government.

Khadija Ismayilova

9
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STRATEGIC LITIGATION
EQUALITY & DISCRIMINATION
Everybody should be treated with fairness and accorded dignity, regardless of their gender, sexual orientation, 
race or religion. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS
Violence against women and girls remains a deep-rooted 
issue across our target region. As in many parts of the world, 
gender-based stereotypes are pervasive, and survivors often 
encounter very serious obstacles in accessing justice. EHRAC 
was responsible for jointly litigating the first domestic violence 
complaint against Georgia to be decided by an international 
body. This landmark case, which was taken to the UN’s CEDAW 
Committee, was nominated for a Gender Justice Uncovered Award 
in 2016, and acted as a catalyst for the Georgian Government to 
instigate widespread reforms aimed at ensuring a zero-tolerance 
policy towards violence against women. 

EHRAC, together with partners at the Georgian Young Lawyers’ 
Association (GYLA), Human Rights Education and Monitoring Centre 
(EMC), Memorial HRC, Union Sapari, and the Georgian Democracy 
Initiative, continue to litigate several cases of violence against 
women from Georgia and Russia before the European Court of 
Human Rights and CEDAW, addressing a broad spectrum of gender-
based violence, including honour-based crimes in ethnic minority 
communities, femicide, forced suicide, trafficking, domestic 
violence, and abuse perpetrated by law enforcement officials. 

HATE CRIME AGAINST KOBULETI’S  
MUSLIM MINORITY
When a new Muslim boarding school was planned in the village 
of Kobuleti on Georgia’s black sea coast in 2014, the local 
Muslim community could not have foreseen the abuse that they 
would receive. Orthodox Christian protestors nailed a bleeding 
pig’s head to the school door in an act of hate-filled desecration. 
School employees, parents, and pupils were subjected to 
Islamophobic abuse, and the abusers disrupted vital works that 
were necessary for the school’s opening. The Georgian police 
consistently failed to intervene. 

EHRAC, together with the Tbilisi-based Human Rights Education 
and Monitoring Centre (EMC), has lodged an application on 
behalf of the school’s owners and members of the local Muslim 
community, as they seek justice at the European Court of 
Human Rights. We argue that the local police failed to protect 
the community from Islamophobic abuse and failed to properly 
investigate the crimes.

GEORGIA’S REFUSAL TO GRANT LEGAL 
GENDER RECOGNITION
Nikolo Ghviniashvili understood that he was male from a very 
young age. Since his twenties, Nikolo – who was registered 
as female at birth – has lived permanently as a man. He has 
undergone hormone treatment, bringing his physical appearance 
into conformity with his male identity. Nikolo’s family all accept 
that he is a man. But the Georgian authorities refuse to do so. 
Nikolo has been prevented from amending his official identity 
documents to reflect his gender identity, as he has not undergone 
gender reassignment surgery—something that he does not wish 
to do. The gender marker on his ID still reads “F”. He has been 
asked intrusive questions about his private life, received offensive 
comments, and is left vulnerable to transphobic prejudice, 
discrimination and harassment.

EHRAC, together with the Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association 
(GYLA), has lodged an application at the European Court of 
Human Rights on behalf of Nikolo. Obtaining legal gender 
recognition is crucial to ensure that trans people can live in 
dignity, without fear of harassment and discrimination. We hope 
that by litigating these cases, we can improve the situation for 
trans people seeking legal recognition in Georgia.

PERSECUTION OF THE LGBTI+ COMMUNITY
The rights and dignity of LGBTI+ people are threatened across our 
target region. 

In September 2017, over 80 LGBTI+ people were arrested during a 
series of violent police raids in Azerbaijan’s capital, Baku. EHRAC, 
together with nine Azerbaijani lawyers, represents 25 of these 
individuals, mostly young gay men, who are seeking to hold the 
Azerbaijani authorities to account for what happened to them. They 
claim that they were tortured and severely ill-treated by the police.

In Armenia in 2014, the newspaper Iravunk published a blacklist 
of 60 LGBTI+ rights activists and supporters in response to 
criticism levelled against Armenian Eurovision judges who 
expressed disgust at Austria’s entry that year, Conchita (the 
female stage persona of performer Thomas Neuwirth). This year, 
together with Yerevan-based PINK Armenia, EHRAC replied to 
the Armenian Government’s observations in this case on behalf 
of 14 of the blacklisted individuals. The case is crucial because 
there is currently no anti-discrimination law in Armenia, and no 
crime of incitement on the basis of hate speech related to sexual 
orientation or gender identity or expression.

Persecution of the 
LGBTI+ community

Nikolo Ghviniashvil
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LEGAL CLINICS
EHRAC hosted partners from Kyiv-based Regional Centre for Human 
Rights (RCHR) for two days of legal clinics and training. Legal expert 
Sergiy Zayets spoke at one of our ‘Church Farm Seminars’, convened 
for academics and practitioners from Middlesex University, about the 
human rights situation in Crimea, and the potential for testing and 
exploring new legal strategies before international mechanisms. 

Later in the year, we delivered two days of legal clinics and training 
in Kyiv to our partners at RCHR, the Ukrainian Legal Advisory Group 
(ULAG) and the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union (UHHRU). 
The training included guidance on taking witness statements in 
cases of forced displacement, a pressing issue in Ukraine since the 
annexation of the Crimean Peninsula by Russia in 2014 and the 
displacement of tens of thousands of its residents. 

EXPERT ROUNDTABLE ON SEXUAL VIOLENCE
We convened a two-day expert roundtable on litigating cases of 
sexual violence against women, bringing together ten lawyers and 
activists from four different jurisdictions: Russia, Georgia, Armenia 
and Ukraine. It focused on the identification of legal gaps in the 
definition and investigation of rape in the former Soviet Union, to 
assess the potential for strategic litigation. 

The roundtable provided an opportunity for women litigators and 
activists to share on-the-ground knowledge about these issues, many 
of which stem from the lack of consent-based definitions of rape in 
laws across the region. 

As a result of discussions that took place at the roundtable, EHRAC, 
together with Equality Now and the Equal Rights Trust, was able 
to lodge a third-party intervention at the European Court of Human 
Rights in a case in which the applicant was repeatedly and brutally 
raped by her ex-husband, urging the Court to examine Russia’s 
handling of rape complaints and their investigation under the right to 
non-discrimination (Article 14 of the European Convention of Human 
Rights) and to adhere to consent-based definitions of rape. The case 
had been lodged by Russian lawyer and former Middlesex University 
student Olga Karacheva, who attended the expert roundtable. 

LEGAL MENTORING & 
TRAINING
EHRAC’s approach to cooperating with partners is 
unique in the region. No other NGO offers the same 
combination of hands-on, individual legal mentoring 
and practical and bespoke group training.

2019 LEGAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME
In July, EHRAC welcomed seven partner lawyers from Armenia, 
Georgia and Ukraine for our flagship annual training event, the 
Legal Skills Development Programme (LSDP) in Strasbourg. The 
aim of the LSDP is to bridge the gap between lawyers from the 
farthest reaches of the Council of Europe region and officials 
from its principal bodies, including the European Court of 
Human Rights (ECtHR).

The 2019 LSDP was composed of three days of legal clinics 
and meetings with ECtHR judges and lawyers, advisers to the 
Commissioner for Human Rights and the Department for the 
Execution of Judgments. Participants received training from the 
European Implementation Network (EIN) on making submissions 
to the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers. They also had 
the chance to attend a Grand Chamber hearing in Big Brother 
Watch & others v the United Kingdom, a landmark case on mass 
electronic surveillance.

“The Legal Skills Development 
Programme (LSDP) provided me 
with an opportunity to deepen my 
knowledge of the ECtHR, to gain 
a sense of what it feels to be in 
the Court, and to develop new 
connections.”
Lusine Hakobyan, Europe in Law Association

“The focus of the meeting – litigating 
sexual violence in the countries of the 
former Soviet Union – is very important, 
since this issue has been consistently 
overlooked in these countries by their 
respective governments, as well as by 
human rights litigators. Compared to other 
forms of violence against women, sexual 
violence survivors have very serious 
obstacles in accessing justice and these 
obstacles are very seldom challenged, 
if at all. Urgent steps are necessary to 
address the issue.”
Tamar Dekanosidze, Lawyer and roundtable participant, 
Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association (GYLA)/Equality Now

Sexual violence 
roundtable participants

 Session with EIN (LSDP)
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SPOTLIGHT ON A PARTNER 
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER
*RULE 9 SUBMISSIONS AND 
FRIENDLY SETTLEMENT  
PROCEDURES

Tamar Oniani is a Strategic Litigation Lawyer with GYLA, based in 
Tbilisi, Georgia. She was a participant at EHRAC’s 2019 Legal Skills 
Development Programme (LSDP).

*Once a final judgment has been published by the European Court of Human Rights, the 
parties can make written submissions to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe 
about measures needed, or taken, to implement the judgment. These are known as “Rule 9 
submissions”. 

Why did you decide to attend the LSDP?

My primary reason was to take a closer look at the Court 
proceedings. Prior collaboration with EHRAC had positively 
contributed to my working life at GYLA, and I hoped that the 
programme would have the capacity to guide me in new and 
useful directions for my future work. 

What did you learn from the training session on the implementation 
of Court judgments?

The presenters from the European Implementation Network 
(EIN) provided very useful information about the formal side of 
Rule 9 submissions – such as structure, timing and length – as 
well as the substantive evidence-based part. We also had 
the opportunity to discuss the importance of domestic level 
advocacy in regard to the execution of judgments before and 
after addressing them to the Committee of Ministers.

MENTORING CASE STUDIES
TACKLING DISCRIMINATION  
IN GEORGIA

Why do you think legal clinics are important for your own  
legal practice?

Legal clinics present good opportunities for experience-building 
and knowledge-sharing. For a strategic litigation lawyer 
like myself, it is important to find every possible strategic 
potential that the case may have. Since attending the LSDP in 
Strasbourg, I have been working on a legal gender recognition 
case [Ghviniashvili v Georgia], which was lodged before the 
European Court of Human Rights by GYLA and EHRAC in 
October 2019. When I attended the LSDP, I had just started 
working on that case, and the legal clinic with EHRAC’s Jessica 
Gavron and Kate Levine helped me outline important issues and 
discuss strategy.

The most interesting aspect about legal clinics is the valuable 
interaction between partner lawyers, as well as trying to find 
the best possible solution while taking into account relevant 
counterarguments in a case.

What do you intend to do differently in your work as a result of 
attending the LSDP? 

The trainings enabled me to see the broad picture of the 
process of the execution of judgments. I intend to complete 
Rule 9 submissions in a manner that would be consistent 
with the issues covered during the trainings, as well as 
presenting the views to the Court in regard to the new 
practice of friendly settlements

Tamar Oniani, Georgian Young 
Lawyers’ Association (GYLA)

EHRAC works alongside partners in Georgia to tackle issues relating to discrimination, 
including women’s rights and transgender rights. We build lasting capacity among partner 
lawyers and organisations by providing advice on strategy, argumentation, procedure and 
evidence, enabling them to confidently take cases before the European Court of Human 
Rights, as well as other mechanisms, such as the UN’s CEDAW Committee.

TRANSGENDER RIGHTS  
(WOMEN’S INITIATIVE SUPPORTING GROUP)
EHRAC, together with the Tbilisi-based Women’s Initiatives Supporting Group (WISG), have 
taken a case to the European Court of Human Rights on behalf of two transgender men who 
have been denied legal gender recognition by the Georgian authorities. The case provides 
an opportunity for the Court to clarify standards in the area of human rights protections for 
trans persons, a historically marginalised group that continues to suffer institutionalised 
discrimination and stigmatisation in many parts of Europe, including Georgia.

A.D. and A.K. v Georgia, which are the first cases of their kind in Georgia to be brought to 
an international court, also provided the first opportunity for WISG to litigate before the 
European Court of Human Rights. In March 2019, EHRAC and WISG filed the reply to the 
Government’s observations in the case. 

“I learnt everything about 
completing an application 
to the European Court, as 
well as drafting replies to 
government’s observations, 
preparing witness 
statements, and submitting 
expert evidence. EHRAC 
provided clear guidance  
and support throughout.”
Ketevani Bakhtadze, Lawyer, Women’s 
Initiative Supprting Group.

Tamar Oniani

Ketevani Bakhtadze

14
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Intigam Aliyev

ADVOCACY & IMPLEMENTATION
States are obliged to take steps to implement judgments by international bodies, such as changing 
domestic laws or practices or carrying out effective investigations. 

JUSTICE FOR THE FAMILIES OF CHECHNYA’S 
DISAPPEARED
Close to twenty years have elapsed since the Russian security 
services began forcibly disappearing people as a tool of war and 
repression within the context of conflict in Chechnya and other 
republics in Russia’s North Caucasus region. Many families 
continue to live with agonising uncertainty as to the loss of their 
loved ones. More than thirteen years have passed since the 
European Court first held Russia responsible for a case of an 
enforced disappearance, and more than a decade has passed 
since the Council of Europe began to oversee the implementation 
of such cases. 

So far, the fate of very few individuals has been established. This 
demonstrates the urgent need for independent scientific expertise 
and assistance in order to provide closure for bereaved families. 
EHRAC, together with Memorial HRC, have briefed representatives 
from the Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers and the 
Department for the Execution of Judgements (DEJ) of the 
European Court of Human Rights with evidence we commissioned 
from two leading forensic scientists, Rebecca Gowland, Professor 
of Human Bioarcheology at Durham University, and Tim 
Thompson, Professor of Applied Biological Anthropology at Teeside 
University, concerning the scientific prospects for identifying, 
excavating and potentially exhuming graves. We have also made 
eleven applications in individual cases to the UN Working Group 
on Enforced Involuntary Disappearances.

TACKLING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN GEORGIA
In a major breakthrough for the protection of women’s rights in the 
region, the UN’S CEDAW Committee officially confirmed that there 
had been “satisfactory implementation” of its recommendations to 
the Georgian Government in the first ever case on domestic violence 
in the country to be decided by an international body. In its 2015 
landmark decision in X and Y v Georgia, CEDAW called upon Georgia 
to institute root-and-branch reforms to tackle domestic violence and 
official responses to it. The case was jointly litigated by EHRAC and 
the Tbilisi-based NGO Article 42.

Following the decision, EHRAC continued – in partnership with 
Article 42, several other Georgian civil society organisations and the 
UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women – to seek the 
full and effective implementation of CEDAW’s recommendations in 
Georgia. Georgia has since introduced a raft of reforms, including 
the ratification of the Council of Europe’s Istanbul Convention and 
legislative harmonisation with its definitions of violence against 
women. CEDAW’s conclusion of its consideration of Georgia’s 
implementation of its recommendations - more than five years on 
from its decision - marks a significant milestone in the complainants’ 
search for justice, and the wider efforts to strengthen the State’s 
prevention of domestic violence and protection of victims. 

DEFENDING AZERBAIJAN’S HUMAN RIGHTS 
DEFENDERS
In response to the deteriorating climate for human rights defenders 
in Azerbaijan, as well as the country’s worsening record regarding the 
proper implementation of European Court judgments, EHRAC has been 
closely monitoring and engaging with the implementation of the cases of 
two prominent Azerbaijani human rights defenders, Intigam Aliyev and 
Rasul Jafarov, who were both jailed on trumped-up charges as a result 
of their human rights work. EHRAC represented them in separate cases 
before the European Court of Human Rights, which found that their 
detentions had been unlawful. Aliyev and Jafarov were later freed from 
prison but, at the close of 2019, they still had a criminal record and 
were still both negatively impacted by these charges in various ways. 

Azerbaijan’s Supreme Court quashed Rasul Jafarov’s conviction, 
on the basis of the European Court judgment in his case, in April 
2020, and ordered him to be compensated. Intigam Aliyev was not 
acquitted, and still awaits justice.

We filed important submissions to the Council of Europe’s 
Committee of Ministers in their cases over the course of 2019. The 
Committee of Ministers publicly urged the Azerbaijani Government 
– in bold and unequivocal terms – to quash the convictions and 
delete their criminal records. The Azerbaijani authorities unsealed 
Intigam Aliyev’s offices in Baku and returned the voluminous 
case documents which had been seized when he was arrested in 
2014. But this restitution was only partial, and Aliyev continues 
to face sanctions due to his outstanding conviction and is still, for 
example, subject to a travel ban. 

In addition to this, we compiled a comprehensive list of all of the 
lawyers who have been disbarred, suspended or criminally prosecuted 
as a result of their tireless work to defend human rights in Azerbaijan. 
This resource has been put to good use: it was used in a key briefing 
note for the European External Action Service (EEAS) of the EU on 
Azerbaijan’s compliance with the European Court judgments and as an 
annex to a joint-submission (with three other NGOS) informing the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and Lawyers of the 
continuing attacks on the independent work of lawyers in Azerbaijan.

Dunja Mijatović, Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council 
of Europe, also relied on a number of our cases concerning 
Azerbaijani human rights defenders in her report of a visit to 
Azerbaijan in July 2019.

“The purpose of the prohibitions is to 
prevent me from carrying out my human 
rights activities. The Government ensures 
that if one ban is removed, then another 
will be put in place. We will challenge 
their lawlessness. Thank you to the 
excellent EHRAC team who are always 
there in such difficult situations.”
Intigam Aliyev
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OUR TEAM 

EHRAC joined Middlesex University in 2013 and is part of the 
School of Law. EHRAC’s Director Philip Leach is Professor of 
Human Rights Law. 

For the last few years, EHRAC and Middlesex University School 
of Law have co-hosted a lunchtime seminar series focusing on 
pressing international human rights issues. The series has been 
dubbed the ‘Church Farm Seminars’—after the rustic 17th 
century farmhouse in which EHRAC is housed. Seven seminars 
were convened over the course of 2019. Issues included: human 
rights in occupied Crimea presented by lawyers from the Regional 
Centre for Human Rights (RCHR), the climate crisis and human 
rights by EHRAC’s Joanna Evans, and the situation for human 
rights defenders in Russia by Memorial HRC’s Tatiana Glushkova 
and Marina Agaltsova.

Middlesex University School of Law also hosted a special event 
on EHRAC’s ground-breaking collaboration with the digital 
investigations agency, Forensic Architecture.

We also welcomed Chevening Scholar Roman Kiselyov to EHRAC 
in 2019. Chevening Scholarships are the UK Government’s 
global scholarship programme, funded by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) and partner organisations. The 
scholarships offer the opportunity to study for a one-year master’s 
degree at any of the UK’s leading universities and are awarded to 
outstanding, established or future leaders from a wide range of 
academic subjects and civil society. Roman Kiselyov undertook 
an LLM in Human Rights at Middlesex University while on a 
part-time, funded placement at EHRAC.

EHRAC AT  
MIDDLESEX  
UNIVERSITY

Church Farm, 
Middlesex University

The EHRAC Team

RCHR’s Church Farm 
Seminar
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CASE PARTNER ORGANISATION/ 
LAWYER

OVERVIEW OF FACTS AS ARGUED BY APPLICATIONS NUMBER OF 
APPLICANTS

CASE PROGRESS IN 2018

GEORGIA
A.D. v Georgia Women’s Initiatives Support  Refusal of the authorities to amend the gender marker on identity 

documents of a trans man.
1 Replied to Government’s 

observations

A.Kh v Georgia Women’s Initiatives Support Refusal of the authorities to amend the gender marker on identity 
documents of a trans man.

1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Batiashvili v Georgia Article 42 Georgian politician denied a fair trial after the Government leaked an 
allegedly manipulated version of a phone recording.

1 Judgment

Dzamsashvili v Georgia GYLA Failure of authorities to protect a domestic violence victim who later died. 2 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Georgian Muslim Relations 
and others v Georgia

EMC State’s alleged failure to protect against hate speech and other acts of 
violence motivated by religion, and failure to investigate allegations.

8 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Ghviniashvili v Georgia GYLA Refusal of the authorities to amend the gender marker on identity 
documents of trans man.

1 Replied to friendly settlement 
proposal

Khoperia v Georgia GYLA Alleged ill-treatment by police officers and lack of effective investigation. 1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Machalikashvili v Georgia EMC Failure of authorities to explain or effectively investigate killing of young 
man by state agents.

4 Communicated

Matkava v Russia GYLA Fatal shooting by guard on Abkhaz border. 4 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Tchelishvili and Satseradze 
v Georgia

GYLA Failure of authorities to protect a domestic violence victim who was 
murdered.

2 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Toradze v Georgia Georgian Democratic 
Initiative

Failure of authorities to protect domestic violence victim. 1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Vazagashvili & Shavana v 
Georgia

GYLA Fatal shootings by police officers. 2 Judgment

CASE PARTNER ORGANISATION/ 
LAWYER

OVERVIEW OF FACTS AS ARGUED BY APPLICATIONS NUMBER OF 
APPLICANTS

CASE PROGRESS IN 2018

ARMENIA
Allahverdiyev v Armenia Individual lawyer Cross-border shelling between Armenia and Azerbaijan. 1 Submitted third-party 

intervention

Hayrapetyan v Armenia Helsinki Citizens Assembly 
- Vanadzor

Conviction on the basis of ineligible evidence, the content of which 
the applicant was unable to challenge, and a ban on telephone calls in 
detention.

1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Minasyan & others v 
Armenia

PINK Armenia Online hate speech against individuals on behalf of their actual or perceived 
sexual orientation.

14 Replied to Government’s 
observations

AZERBAIJAN
A v Azerbaijan Individual lawyer Detention of members of the LGBT+ community during raids launched by 

the police in mid-September 2017.
25 Replied to friendly settlement 

proposal 

Aliyev and Legal Education 
Society v Azerbaijan

Individual lawyer Freezing of personal and organisational bank accounts 2 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Azadliq and others v 
Azerbaijan

Individual lawyer(s) Blocking of four websites and their inclusion in the list of information 
resources hosting prohibited information.

4 Replied to friendly settlement 
proposal 

Hakobyan v Azerbaijan Yale Law School Cross-border shelling between Armenia and Azerbaijan. 1 Submitted third-party 
intervention

Jafarov and others v 
Azerbaijan

Individual lawyer Breach of freedom of association owing to authorities’ refusal to register 
human rights NGO.

3 Judgment

Imanov v Azerbaijan Individual lawyer Disbarment and deprivation of lawyer from legal practice. 1 Application lodged

Mustafayev & Democracy 
and Human Rights 
Resources Centre v 
Azerbaijan

Individual lawyer Travel ban and the freezing of bank account of human rights activist. 2 Replied to Government’s 
observations

EHRAC LITIGATION IN 2019
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CASE PARTNER ORGANISATION/ 
LAWYER

OVERVIEW OF FACTS AS ARGUED BY APPLICATIONS NUMBER OF 
APPLICANTS

CASE PROGRESS IN 2018

UKRAINE
Dudyreva v Russia RCHR Forced citizenship case in Crimea. 1 Application lodged

Skandel v Russia RCHR Imposition of entry ban to Crimea and the Russian Federation. 1 Application lodged 

UKRAINE & RUSSIA
Ponomarenko v Ukraine and 
Russia

UHHRU Torture and forced labour in detention in eastern Ukraine. 25 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Oprya v Ukraine and Russia UHHRU Torture and forced labour in detention in eastern Ukraine. 1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Potekhin v Ukraine and 
Russia

UHHRU Abduction and detention by separatists in eastern Ukraine. 1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Yurov and Gryschchuk v 
Ukraine and Russia

UHHRU Abduction and detention by separatists in eastern Ukraine. 2 Replied to Government’s 
observations

CASE PARTNER ORGANISATION/ 
LAWYER

OVERVIEW OF FACTS AS ARGUED BY APPLICATIONS NUMBER OF 
APPLICANTS

CASE PROGRESS IN 2018

RUSSIA
Abuyeva v Russia (II) Memorial HRC Failure to implement measures in previous related ECtHR judgments 

regarding the bombing of Katyr-Yurt (Chechnya) in 2000.
1 Replied to Government’s 

observations

Chokeli and others v Russia GYLA Collective arrest, detention and expulsion of Georgian nationals from Russia 
in 2006.

11 Judgment

Daurbekov v Russia Memorial HRC Ill-treatment and torture in detention . 1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Dzeytova v Russia Memorial HRC Abduction of applicant’s relative in Chechnya. 1 Judgment

Gazdiyev v Russia Memorial HRC Abduction of applicant’s relative in Chechnya. 1 Judgment

Ilupin and others v Russia Memorial HRC Administrative convictions and failure to investigate attacks on protests 
against “homosexual propaganda” Bill.

4 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Kodzoyev v Russia Memorial HRC Torture in detention to extract confession. 1 Replied to Government’s 
observations

Kukurkhoyeva and others 
v Russia

Memorial HRC Abduction of applicant’s relative in Chechnya. 1 Judgment 

Nakani v Russia Memorial HRC Abduction and murder of applicant’s son. 1 Judgment

Novaya Gazeta & others v 
Russia

Mass Media Defence Centre Threats against newspaper following publication on gay purges in Chechnya. 4 Application lodged 

Orlov v Russia Memorial HRC Detention following unauthorised protest. 1 Judgment

Ryabinina and others v 
Russia

Memorial HRC Arrest and fine for organising protest. 1 Judgment 

Ozdoyev & Tsechoyev others 
v Russia

Memorial HRC Abduction by state agents. 2 Judgment

Sigauri v Russia Memorial HRC Abduction of applicant’s relative in Ingushetia. 1 Judgment

Vazagashvili and Shanava v 
Georgia

GYLA Judgment

EHRAC LITIGATION IN 2019
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INCOMING RESOURCES
UNRESTRICTED 
FUNDS

RESTRICTED 
FUNDS

TOTAL  
2019

TOTAL  
2018

Grants and donations  £313,921.23 £435,320.15 £749,241.38 £821,739.43 

Other income  £19,850.69  -   £19,850.69 £2,464.38 

Total incoming resources  £333,771.92  £435,320.15 £769,092.07 £824,203.81 

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Fundraising and Publicity Costs  £29,128.30  £16,303.86  £45,432.16 £33,163.21

CHARITABLE EXPENDITURE

Regional programme (Russia, 
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Ukraine) £58,100.07 £142,720.09 £200,820.16 £223,754.22

Human Rights Litigation and 
Advocacy £155,042.01 £193,616.87 £348,658.89 £371,581.59

Human Rights Training UK/EUR £23,742.71 £43,146.37 £66,889.07 £65,016.22

Raising Awareness & 
Dissemination of Information £31,140.94 £38,352.54 £69,493.49 £56,089.06

Governance costs £4,477.38 £1,180.42 £5,657.80 £6,609.20

Total resources expended £301,631.42 £435,320.15 £736,951.57 £756,213.50

NET OUTGOING RESOURCES £32,141  -    £32,141  £67,990 

This summary financial information 
represents the period 1 January to 31 
December 2019. 

The information is derived from a 
schedule of EHRAC income and 
expenditure, subject to an agreed upon 
procedures review undertaken in March 
2020 by external auditors, Knox Cropper.

The income figures in the Statement of 
Financial Activities are adjusted according 
to the type of grant, on a time basis 
for unrestricted grants and once the 
corresponding expenditure is incurred 
for restricted grants. Other income and 
expenditure are recognised on a cash basis.

EHRAC is a centre within Middlesex 
University. The University-wide annual 
audit of accounts is carried out by 
independent external registered auditors, 
reporting to the Board of Governors of 
Middlesex University.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL  
ACTIVITIES 

THANK YOU 
to all our advisors and supporters
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Human rights lawyer, Baku
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PROFESSOR BILL BOWRING
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ANTON BURKOV
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HALYA COYNASH
Kharkiv Human Rights Group, Kharkiv

GIORGI GOGIA 
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Asia Division, Human Rights Watch, NY

DMYTRO KOTLYAR
Consultant to OECD, former Deputy Minister 
of Justice, Kyiv
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Associate Professor of International Law, 
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Executive Director, Minority Rights Group 
International
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Head of News, Save the Children

LUKE HARDING
Journalist and Author, The Guardian
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Researcher (Russia), Amnesty International
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ELIZABETH TEAGUE
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European Human Rights Advocacy Centre (EHRAC)
Middlesex University
The Burroughs
Hendon 
NW4 4BT
Tel: +44 (0)208 411 2826
Fax: +44 (0)203 004 1767
Email: ehrac@mdx.ac.uk  
www.ehrac.org.uk 

EHRAC has partnership status with the Council of Europe.

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the 
European Union. The contents of this publication are the sole 
responsibility of EHRAC and can in no way be taken to reflect the 
views of the European Union.

EHRAC relies on grants and charitable donations. Your generous 
support could enable us to represent more victims of human rights 
abuse at the European Court of Human Rights, continue mentoring 
lawyers in Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, and 
translate and disseminate vital human rights resources.

If you would like to support our work with a donation of any size, 
please visit: http://ehrac.org.uk/contact-us/support-our-work/
Thank you. 

Printed on 100% recycled paper

EHRAC is established within Middlesex University. The University is 
an exempt charity by virtue of the Charities Act 1960.


