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In April 2017, EHRAC achieved a landmark judgment for the survivors 
and families of victims of the 2004 Beslan School Siege, in collaboration 
with our oldest partner, Memorial Human Rights Centre in Moscow. The 

European Court’s judgment represents a benchmark for states' obligations 
to ensure human rights protection from terrorism. Russia's actions were 
found to have contributed to 334 fatalities and hundreds of casualties. 
As our Legal Director Jessica Gavron commented:

Their victory has been a key highlight in EHRAC’s history, and exemplifies 
why the European Court remains an essential bastion of human rights 
protection. The extensive media coverage of the Court's strong criticism 
of Russia's response to the siege focused much needed attention on the 
impunity of Russian authorities implicated in human rights violations.

Whilst our relationships with our oldest partners, Memorial and the 
Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association, go from strength to strength, we 
have also fostered new partnerships and responded to emerging human 

rights issues in the region. We are at the forefront of challenging systemic 
discrimination and repression (such as gender-based violence, the failure 
to provide legal gender recognition for trans people, religious hate crime) 
and repression of vocal critics of the authorities. Meanwhile we continue 
to take cases arising from conflict in the North Caucasus, South Ossetia, 
Abkhazia, Nagorno-Karabakh, Crimea and eastern Ukraine. Our strong and 
collaborative relationship with local NGOs is at the very core of EHRAC’s 
success, and shapes our legal mentoring, with a view to improving human 
rights protection in the long term.

2018 marks EHRAC’s fifteenth anniversary, and is an opportunity to reflect 
not only on the year just passed, but on all that we have achieved since 
our inception (including 150 judgments in 15 years). We have grown from 
just two staff members to a dedicated team of thirteen; we owe a lot to all 
our former and current staff, interns and volunteers, who have helped us 
across all areas of our work, from translation to legal research, finance to 
fundraising. A huge vote of thanks again to our funders, whose commitment 
to EHRAC's work over many years has been integral to our continuing growth. 
With their continued support and assistance, we will remain unwavering 
in our goal of combatting human rights abuse in Russia, Ukraine and the 
South Caucasus.

Prof. PhiliP leach
ehrac Director

Samantha KnightS
chair of ehrac advisory 
Board

BeSo BoKhaShvili
chair of ehrac international  
Steering committee
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“representing 300 former hostages and relatives of 
hostages of the Beslan school siege was by far the most 

harrowing case that i have litigated. i was so pleased 
and relieved that we won every argument we pleaded 

and got such a strong judgment for the victims.” 



54

ABout uS

who we are
We are a team of expert lawyers and NGO-management professionals, 
specialising in international human rights law, focusing primarily on the 
European Convention on Human Rights. We operate as an independent 
human rights centre, based within Middlesex University School of Law, 
London.

what we Do
We use international legal mechanisms to challenge serious human 
rights abuses in Russia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia and Ukraine, in 
partnership with committed local lawyers and NGOs. We aim to secure 
justice for victims of human rights violations and their families, and bring 
about lasting systemic change in the region.

how we worK
We build and strengthen the expertise of human rights lawyers and NGOs 
operating in challenging circumstances by providing long-term legal 
mentoring, bespoke training, and ongoing advice and support. Working in 
close collaboration, we take ground-breaking cases on behalf of vulnerable 
and marginalised communities. We set new international legal precedents 
which improve human rights standards, and advocate to ensure that state 
authorities fulfil their human rights obligations.
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we work with several human rights lawyers in azerbaijan on an individual basis.
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a ProteSter at the PuBlic hearingS on the Bolotnaya 
Square DemonStration, moScow, in feBruary 2014 

(reuterS: tatyana maKeeyeva)

Our first judgment of the year establishes Russia’s “complete 
negation of fundamentally important guarantees” in yet 
another case of unlawful arrest and detention in the North 
Caucasus. The European Court states it could not “accept the 
Government’s version of the events as credible”.

We respond to the Georgian and Russian authorities on a group 
of complex cases from Abkhazia concerning disappearances, 
torture, inhuman and degrading treatment, discrimination and 
property rights dating back to the early 1990s.

At our annual Legal Skills Development Programme, one 
of our partners comments, “This seminar gave us a unique 
opportunity to see the Court from the inside…The Court is not 
anonymous anymore!”

We represent the Crimean Tatar Mejlis (representative body) in 
lodging an application at the European Court, challenging its 
designation as an extremist organisation and banning by the 
Russian authorities.

On behalf of Armenian NGO Investigative Journalists, we 
claim that defamation proceedings brought against them for 
publishing an article about alleged corruption by the Mayor 
of Ijevan town breaches their right to freedom of expression.

After 4 independent or opposition news sites are blocked by 
the Azerbaijani authorities, we argue before the European Court 
that banning them restricts their freedom of expression and is 
politically motivated.

We hold  the first of three legal skills seminars for Georgian 
lawyers, in partnership with the East-West Management 
Institute. We use a complex, hypothetical scenario to enhance 
participants' approaches to gathering evidence and drafting 
Court submissions.

We represent two trans men before the European Court as they 
contest Georgia’s refusal to change the gender marker in their 
official documents.

We lodge our first femicide case from Georgia before CEDAW, to 
ensure a robust and comprehensive legal framework so women 
who report domestic violence are taken seriously.

At a hearing of the European Court's Grand Chamber, we argue 
that the dismissal of Anatoliy Denisov from his position as the 
President of a Kyiv Court by a body under government control 
undermined the independence of the judiciary.

The Grand Chamber finds that Ivane Merabishvili – the former 
Georgian Prime Minister – was kept in pre-trial detention to 
exert pressure on him, and that criminal proceedings against 
him were politically motivated. Our lawyers represented him 
before the Court at a hearing in March.

Genia Mineeva, a former journalist and NGO communications 
expert, leads a webinar with our partners from Russia, Ukraine 
and Armenia, focusing on best practice for press relations, 
social media and storytelling.
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our approach to cooperating with our partners 
is absolutely unique in the region. no other ngo 
offers the combination of hands-on individual 
legal mentoring, where we use each case 
as a learning opportunity, complemented by 
practical and bespoke group training. 

legal SKillS SeminarS
In March, we held our annual Legal Skills Development Programme  in 
Strasbourg for nine of our partner lawyers. The participants included 
lawyers litigating newer strands of EHRAC’s work such as minority and 
women’s rights cases. As well as meetings with high-level Council of 
Europe officials, participants agreed one of the highlights of this year’s 
Programme was the opportunity to see EHRAC’s Philip Leach and Joanne 
Sawyer ‘in action’ as they represented former Georgian Prime Minister 
Ivane Merabishvili in a Grand Chamber hearing at the European Court.

Throughout the year, we held a series of three practical training seminars 
specifically for Georgian litigators, in partnership with the East-West 
Management Institute, focusing on building their legal drafting, 
evidence gathering and legal analysis skills for litigating cases before 
the European Court. 

communicationS weBinar 
In December, we invited former BBC journalist and communications expert 
Genia Mineeva to provide an online seminar on best practice for NGO 
communications for 16 participants from Russia, Ukraine and Armenia. Our 
aim was to help our NGO partners to convey more effectively their impressive 
and inspiring work to the public, while also combatting the tide of negative 
or false information spread by the government-controlled or -influenced 
media about human rights defenders and the causes they fight for.

legAl  
MentoRing 
& tRAining

“in preparing these cases, the involvement of ehrac’s 
team was essential. without ehrac’s help, we wouldn’t 

have been able to lodge the application… i could see the 
improvements between my first draft and the application 
lodged by comparing the different versions. thanks to the 
support I got in drafting the first legal gender recognition 

case, i knew what arguments to include in the second 
application. the advice you provided on the witness 

statement was also very useful.”  
Keti BaKhtaDze, lawyer, women’S initiativeS SuPPorting grouP (tBiliSi), 
on her exPerience of receiving legal mentoring from ehrac lawyerS

ParticiPantS of the ehrac & eaSt weSt management inStitute training in georgia

ehrac lawyerS PhiliP leach anD Joanne Sawyer rePreSenting 
mr.meraBiShvili During the granD chamBer hearing
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ouR CASeS
highlightS from 2017

Protecting an inDePenDent JuDiciary  
in uKraine
In January, we won a case on behalf of eleven Ukrainian judges from 
various levels of the judiciary, all of whom had been dismissed for an 
alleged ‘breach of oath’. As a direct result of a similar case, decided in 
2013, in which EHRAC represented Supreme Court Judge Oleksandr 
Volkov, Ukraine has made substantial changes to legislation and the 
constitution with the aim of improving the independence and impartiality 
of the judicial system and judicial accountability. However, the Court 
decided to relinquish one case from this group to its Grand Chamber, and 
in October, we represented Anatoliy Denisov, who had been dismissed as 
President of the Kyiv Administrative Court of Appeal. We argued that the 
Government had decisive control over the appointment and removal of 
the Court President, which fundamentally undermines a key component 
of the rule of law. The Court President in turn has substantial influence 
over which judge hears particular cases, and how court decisions and 
legislation are executed.  The judgment in this case is expected in 2018.

JuStice for victimS of the BeSlan School 
Siege anD their familieS 
2017 marked an important milestone for survivors and victims’ families 
in their thirteen-year battle for justice, as the European Court ruled in 
April that failings in the  Russian authorities’ response to the school 
siege contributed to the casualties that day. In a robust judgment, 
the Court found that the authorities had failed to take preventative 
measures despite prior intelligence about such an attack, and that there 
were serious shortcomings in the planning and control of the security 
operation. The security forces used disproportionately powerful and 
indiscriminate weapons, such as flame throwers and tanks, and the 
subsequent investigation failed to establish whether this force was 
justified. The judgment was a crucial acknowledgement by an objective 
and authoritative body that Russia had severely breached its human rights 
obligations. It has great personal significance for so many people in the 
town of Beslan, North Ossetia, and, of course, national significance for 
the Russian population.

holDing georgia to account over 
Politically-motivateD ProceeDingS 
In 2016, the Court ruled that the Georgian authorities misused former Prime 
Minister Ivane Merabishvili’s extended pre-trial detention to exert pressure 
on him to gather information on opposition politicians. Later, the European 
Court acceded to the Government’s request that the case be referred 
to its Grand Chamber for fresh examination. In March 2017, EHRAC 
lawyers represented Mr Merabishvili at the Grand Chamber hearing, and 
in November, the Court gave judgment. It re-iterated its previous findings, 
crucially determining that the Georgian authorities version of events was 
simply not credible. The Court accepted that Mr Merabishvili had indeed 
been covertly removed from his cell and been taken before the Chief Public 
Prosecutor and the head of the Prison Service. Mr Merabishvili is just one 
of many people across the former Soviet space subjected to politically-
motivated detention. Such practices are fundamentally undemocratic and 
a serious misuse of power: the judgment showed that governments will be 
held to account for their actions.

relativeS of the victimS of the BeSlan School Siege (Photo By StaniSlav KraSilniKov)

“the court is quite right about russia…that it should take 
measures [to address the situation]. there is no family in 
Beslan which hasn’t been impacted. we as a community 

became closer to each other because we had a 
common problem… i was too young, so maybe 

i didn’t understand [what was happening]. 
i remember that there was a total 
lack of water, and we wanted to 

drink so much.”
zarina DzamPayeva, who waS eight  

yearS olD at the time of the  
BeSlan School Siege
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Building on our origins of tackling egregious human rights abuse 
in the aftermath of the Second Chechen conflict, we continue to 
litigate cases of enforced disappearances, killings and other human 

rights violations during ongoing security operations in the North Caucasus. 
For example, in September 2014, security forces launched a counter-
insurgency operation in the village of Vremenniy, which had a population 
of 900. Early in the morning, between 1000 and 3000 officers descended 
on the village with military vehicles, blocking all roads out. They collected 
extremely detailed information and photographs from each villager, before 
carrying out armed searches of their properties. Some villagers report 
being used as human shields during the searches. In the later days of the 
searches, servicemen began to damage property and threatened to use 
their firearms on the inhabitants. The men of the village were evicted after 
two days, and everyone else was evicted 18 days later, with no notice. They 

were finally allowed back at the end of November, by which time some of 
their homes had been completely destroyed or irreparably damaged. We 
lodged an application on behalf of five women from the village in January.

Of course, conflict does not only affect civilians. We also represent a man 
who was seriously injured while engaged in military duty on behalf of the 
Ukrainian authorities in Luhansk region. He was detained in hospital, 
then prison, by the ‘Luhansk People’s Republic's' authorities in inhuman 
conditions, which hampered his recovery. He was released in September 
2016 as part of a prisoner exchange with Russia. As well as establishing 
responsibility for human rights violations in Luhansk, this case highlights 
the need for greater clarity on prisoner exchange in Russia and Ukraine. 

We represent the family of Artak Nazaryan, a lieutenant in the Armenian 
army, who was found dead in July 2010 at his military base with a gunshot 
wound to the head. The authorities contend that Artak committed suicide, 
following humiliation and ill-treatment by other servicemen. However, 
we argue that the inconsistencies between witness statements, as well 
as in the way the investigation had been carried out, cast doubts on this 
assertion.We also argue that the authorities failed to protect Artak's life 
and prevent his death, given his severe bullying by his colleagues leading 
up to his death. This case is symptomatic of the lack of appropriate 
safeguards in the Armenian military. 

ConFliCtS &  
inteRStAte tenSionS 

aBanDoneD inDuStrial city of tKuarchal, aBKhazia (Source: caucaSuS-exPlorer.com)

given our 
reputation in the field 

of conflict-related human 
rights in the caucasus, we were 

approached to litigate a series of seven 
cases against russia and georgia in late 2016 

relating to events in abkhazia from 1992 onwards, 
including enforced disappearances, torture and inhuman  

or degrading treatment, property rights, and discrimination.  
these cases, in which we lodged submissions in 2017, are likely  

to set a precedent on how the court addresses jurisdictional issues  
relating to human rights abuses in abkhazia. 

village of vremenniy following the Security oPeration (Source: caucaSian Knot)
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In March, the European Court communicated to the Russian 
Government our case challenging the 'Foreign Agents' Law. We 
represent 18 of 61 NGOs who have been stigmatised and sanctioned 

for receiving funding from outside Russia, and accused of carrying 
out ‘political activity’. This case, unfortunately, is symptomatic of the 
hostile environment towards human rights defenders across Russia and 
the South Caucasus. In June, we applied to Interpol to inquire about the 
existence of alerts against human rights defenders Leyla and Arif Yunus 
by the Azerbaijani Government, which could lead to their arrest, and 
their forced return to Azerbaijan where they could be detained again. 
24 human rights organisations across the world signed an open letter 
supporting our request. 

Independent media is also at severe risk: award-winning investigative 
journalist Khadija Ismayil was banned from travelling abroad after her 
conditional release from prison in May 2016. We lodged her case before 
the European Court in June, arguing that the travel ban is intended to 
hinder and punish her for her high-profile journalism (including cross-
border investigations into corruption, even at the highest political levels). 
Systematic persecution of media outlets is a widespread issue: following 
the blocking of access to five independent or oppositional news sites 
in the spring, we lodged an application arguing the restriction is aimed 
at hindering society’s access to information and opinions critical of the 

Government. In Armenia, we are challenging defamation charges against 
the Armenian Times, an opposition newspaper which published an article 
on three politicians’ alleged involvement in criminal activity. We argue 
that the publisher’s right to freedom of expression was breached.

Human rights defenders and journalists often experience violence and 
abuse for their attempts to expose uncomfortable truths: in March, the 
European Court ruled that the abduction, beating of and threats in 2007 
to Memorial’s Chairman was committed by Russian State agents. Oleg 
Orlov and three REN-TV journalists were in Nazran, Ingushetia to report 
on a protest against abuse of authority by the security forces. The night 
before the protest, armed men in balaclavas and camouflage uniforms 
burst into their hotel rooms, beat them up, covered their heads with sacks 
and forced them into a minibus outside. They were driven far outside 
Nazran and told they would be executed. When the abductors were unable 
to find silencers for their guns, they threatened to kill Oleg and the 
journalists if they returned to Ingushetia. Fearing the abductors’ return, 
the applicants ran through the snow in the opposite direction for an hour 
to the next village, where they eventually received help from residents. 
In a particularly strongly-worded judgment, the Court found that the 
Government “advanced no plausible explanation for the events in question” 
and the accumulation of the beatings, threats and their abandonment in 
the cold amounted to inhuman treatment. 

RepReSSion   
oF CRitiCAl 
voiCeS

KhaDiJa iSmayil following her releaSe from PriSon on 
25 may 2016 (Photo By aziz Karimov)

“we have to stay in the country and we have 
to keep doing our work. It’s difficult, 

but it’s necessary, because once 
we stop doing that, the fight 

is over and hope is 
killed.”

KhaDiJa iSmayil, azerBaiJani  
inveStigative JournaliSt

graffiti “foreign agent” on memorial’S 
office (Source: ru.uSemBaSSy.gov)
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ehrac'S Kate levine anD SoPhie ruSt meet ilmi  
umerov, DePuty chairman of the crimean tatar meJliS

Across the world, women’s rights have been propelled into the 
headlines, in the wake of high-profile campaigns aiming to 
empower women to tackle harassment and discrimination in 

everyday situations. In our target region, we are focusing our efforts on 
the scourge of violence against women, particularly domestic violence. 
In Georgia, we lodged two femicide cases – i.e. where the woman was 
murdered – before the European Court and CEDAW Committee. Each 
time the police and prosecutors failed to take protective or punitive 
measures, treating the violence as a ‘private matter’. In Russia, we 
represent a young woman from Dagestan who complains that the 
authorities failed to effectively investigate her repeated rape and assault 
as a child by 11 men over the course of two years. 

The Muslim minority in Georgia has been subject to discrimination by 
local Orthodox Christian groups. In a case concerning a planned Muslim 
boarding school in Kobuleti, which we lodged in September, abuse and 
harassment of local Muslims culminated with Christian protesters nailing 

a pig’s head – dripping with blood – to the door of the school. In the end, 
the school was unable to open. This is our second case about hate crime 
against Muslims in Georgia. In the first, Muslims peacefully protesting 
against the conversion of an ancient mosque into a public building were 
arrested, beaten, detained and subjected to hate speech on the basis of 
their religion by the police.

In collaboration with Ukrainian and Russian partners, we act for the 
Crimean Mejlis (the body representing the indigenous Crimean people, the 
Crimean Tatars) as they seek to challenge their designation as an ‘extremist’ 
organisation, and subsequent banning by the Russian authorities. Some 
Mejlis members have been forced to relocate to Kyiv. Since the Russian 
occupation of Crimea began in March 2014, the Mejlis has consistently 
refuted that Crimea is part of Russia, and it is thought that the banning of 
the Mejlis, as well as other systemic repressive measures against Crimean 
Tatars, is a form of retribution. We lodged their case at the European 
Court in March 2017.

equAlity 

A spate of brutally violent attacks on the LGBTI+ community in our 
region once again highlighted that discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity remains rife. EHRAC and our partners are 
at the forefront of trying to bring about long-term change to legislation, 
policy and practice on LGBTI+ rights. In Georgia, we represent two trans 
men, who have been prevented from changing the gender markers in 
their legal documents, as a result of which they face harassment 
and discrimination on a daily basis. The so-called ‘Law on gay 
propaganda’ in Russia continues to be in force, and in March, 
we responded to the Russian Government’s observations on 
the dispersal of a ‘kiss-in protest’ in front of the Duma in 
Moscow, while the bill was being discussed in 2013. 
60% of the protesters were arrested, detained and 
charged, compared with only 2% of a group of 
Orthodox Christian counter-protesters.

 2016 iDaho ParticiPantS in georgia (Photo By reuterS)

“these cases 
reflect a systemic 

problem in georgia. 
obtaining legal gender recognition 

is crucial to ensuring that trans people 
can live in dignity, without harassment, fear and 

discrimination. however, georgian law fails to clearly 
regulate the manner in which trans people can obtain legal 

gender recognition, with inconsistent and arbitrary consequences.  
we hope that by litigating these cases before the european court,  

the position for trans people seeking legal recognition in georgia will 
 be clearer and simpler in the future.”

ramute remezaite (legal conSultant) anD Joanne Sawyer (lawyer), ehrac
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ehRAC At  
MiDDleSex  
univeRSity
Together, EHRAC and the Law School invited eminent speakers 

providing guest lectures for students, including Andrew 
Drzemczewski – the former Head of the Legal Affairs and Human 

Rights Department of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe, and now a visiting Professor at Middlesex Law School – and 
Judge Róbert Spano, the current Icelandic Judge at the European Court. 
EHRAC has also initiated a series of monthly lunchtime lectures for 
students and staff, dubbed the ‘Church Farm Seminars’, after the rustic 
17th century farmhouse in which EHRAC is housed. Issues debated so far 
include freedom of expression and religious hate speech, human rights 
implementation in Europe, children’s rights in Europe and minority rights.

“there is no doubt that eHrAc continues to impress students and staff 
alike with the range of high-profile and complex cases they litigate 
and win at the european court. with the support of the Law school, 
they launched a timeline of their accomplishments through 
the years on their website, which showcased the incredible 
impact that this small group of committed human rights 
lawyers has had in just 15 years. We are excited 
to host our first Russian Chevening scholar 
next year who will be studying for an LLM at 
Middlesex and  undertaking a part time 
internship at eHrAc”

proF. JosHuA cAsteLLino, deAn oF tHe scHooL oF LAw And 
business scHooL, member oF eHrAc’s Advisory boArd 

eHrAc oFFice At cHurcH FArm House
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Jarlath Clifford
tina devadasan
Joanna evans
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andrii Gladun
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BarBara KarCh
Kia Kyhl

Prof. PhiliP leaCh
Kate levine
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Joanne sawyer
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stAFF

interns And voLunteer trAnsLAtors

eHrAc teAm

"As a 
volunteer 

and former legal 
intern of eHrAc, i 

have been impressed 
by the skill and dedication 
of its staff to the cases of  

victims of human rights violations 
in the former soviet region. their 

work has inspired me and certainly many 
other young lawyers who believe in the rule 

of law, even in the worst cases when there has 
been a breakdown of justice. eHrAc's work will 

surely inspire others who seek truth and justice."

Joyce mAn, eHrAc LegAL intern
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cAse pArtner 
orgAnisAtion/ 
LAwyer

stAtus in 2017 reLevAnt HumAn rigHts provisions number oF 
AppLicAnts

overview oF tHe FActs As Argued by AppLicAnts

ArmeniA
Dareskizb Ltd. v Armenia Europe in Law 

Association
Replied to Government's 
observations

Freedom of expression 1 Publisher found guilty of defamation of 3 politicians in an article 
concerning their involvement in criminal schemes. 

Investigative Journalists 
NGO v Armenia

Europe in Law 
Association

Request for 
relinquishment to Grand 
Chamber

Freedom of expression 1 Civil defamation case brought against NGO.

Farmanyan & others v 
Armenia 

Individual lawyer Request for 
relinquishment to Grand 
Chamber

Right to life; Prohibition of torture; Right to an effective remedy 9 Deaths of 9 people, including an army conscript, during 
demonstrations on 1 March 2008.

Sargsyan v Azerbaijan Legal Guide Judgment (just 
satisfaction)

Respect for private and family life; Right to an effective remedy; 
Protection of property

1 Property rights of Armenian refugees who fled Nagorno-
Karabakh; judgment on just satisfaction claim only.

Hovhannisyan & Nazaryan 
v Armenia

n/a Communicated Right to life; Freedom of expression; Right to an effective remedy 2 Death in a non-combat situation in the Armenian military and 
subsequent failure to adequately investigate.

Karapetyan & others v 
Armenia

n/a Request for referral to 
Grand Chamber

Freedom of expression 4 Dismissal from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of senior civil 
certains, who made a statement raising concerns about fraud 
during the 2008 presidential elections.

AzerbAiJAn
Hasanov v Azerbaijan Individual lawyer Submitted ECtHR 

application
Right to a fair trial; Freedom of expression; Limitation on use of 
restrictions on rights; Protection of property

1 Disbarment of human rights lawyer following his politically-
motivated conviction for slander, aimed at preventing him from 
continuing his professional activities.

Azadliq & others v 
Azerbaijan

Individual lawyer Submitted ECtHR 
application

Freedom of expression; Right to an effective remedy; Limitation on 
use of restrictions on rights

4 Blocking of 4 major opposition or independent news websites in 
Azerbaijan.

Guliyeva & Safarova v 
Azerbaijan

Individual lawyer Submitted ECtHR 
application

Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Respect for 
home; Right to an effective remedy; Prohibition of discrimination; 
Protection of property

2 Forced eviction, demolition of IDPs' personal property and failure 
to award compensation.

Ismayilova v Azerbaijan Individual lawyer Submitted ECtHR 
application; 
Communicated

Respect for private and family life; Freedom of expression; Right 
to an effective remedy; Limitation on use of restrictions on rights; 
Freedom of movement

1 A travel ban imposed on Khadija Ismayil following her 
conditional release from prison.

PAAFE v Azerbaijan Individual lawyer Submitted ECtHR 
application

Right to a fair trial; Freedom of association; Right to an effective 
remedy

1 Denial of registration to NGO on multiple occasions in 2014.

ehRAC litigAtion in 2017
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Tagiyeva v Azerbaijan Individual lawyer Replied to Government's 
observations

Right to life; Freedom of expression; Right to an effective remedy 1 Murder of a columnist/writer Rafig Tagi, after a Fatwa was 
issued against him.

Abbasov v Azerbaijan Individual lawyers Communicated Prohibition of torture; Freedom of expression; Right to an effective 
remedy

1 Beating of a journalist reporting demolitions of private houses in 
Baku by SOCAR security guards.

georgiA
Asatiani & others v 
Georgia

Georgian Young 
Lawyers' Association

Friendly settlement Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Freedom of 
assembly

10 Violent dispersal by the policy of a sit-in protest by war veterans.

Dzamsashvili (deceased) v 
Georgia

Georgian Young 
Lawyers' Association

Submitted application 
to Cedaw

Right to life 2 Failure of the State to prevent, investigate and punish sustained 
domestic violence and femicide by the victim's ex-husband.

Georgian Young Lawyers' 
Association v Georgia

Georgian Young 
Lawyers' Association

Replied to Government's 
observations

Freedom of expression 1 Refusal to provide information on disciplinary charges against 
police officers involved in dispersal of peaceful protest.

Jugheli & others v Georgia Georgian Young 
Lawyers' Association

Judgment Respect for private life and home 3 Environmental pollution in a residential area.

Kerdikoshvili v Georgia Georgian Young 
Lawyers' Association

Replied to Government's 
observations

Right to a fair trial; Protection of property 1 Non-exemption from the payment of court fees and inability 
to receive damages for the loss of unlawfully seized goods of 
applicant.

Peradze & others v 
Georgia

Georgian Young 
Lawyers' Association

Replied to Government's 
observations

Freedom of expression; Freedom of assembly 7 Restriction of peaceful protest against the Panorama Tbilisi 
construction project.

Studio Monitor & 
Zuriashvili v Georgia

Georgian Young 
Lawyers' Association

Replied to Government's 
observations

Freedom of expression 2 Refusal of access to criminal case materials, indispensable for a 
journalistic investigation.

Zurashvili v Georgia Georgian Young 
Lawyers' Association

Unilateral Declaration Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment 1 Ill-treatment in detention after a peaceful demonstration in 
Tbilisi.

Kakaladze & others v 
Georgia

human rights 
Education and 
Monitoring Center

Submitted ECtHR 
application

Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Respect for private 
life; Freedom of religion; Right to an effective remedy; Prohibition of 
discrimination; Protection of property; Right to education

8 Failure to protect owners, parents and staff at a planned Muslim 
boarding school from hate crime.

Mikeladze & others v 
Georgia

human rights 
Education and 
Monitoring Center

Replied to Government's 
observations

Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Respect for private 
life; Freedom of assembly; Right to an effective remedy; Prohibition 
of discrimination

4 Police hate crime against Muslim minority and ill-treatment of 
protesters at a rally following the decision to demolish an old 
mosque.

Mamasakhlisi & others v 
Georgia & Russia

Individual lawyer Replied to Government's 
observations

Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Right to liberty; 
Right to a fair trial; Respect for private life and family; Right to an 
effective remedy; Prohibition of discrimination; Protection of property

9 Complex cases from Abkhazia on inhuman and degrading 
treatment, discrimination and property rights from 1992 
onwards.

Merabishvili v Georgia Individual lawyer Grand Chamber hearing; 
Judgment

Right to liberty; Limitation on use of restrictions on rights 1 Use of pre-trial detention to exert pressure on opposition 
politician to provide information on other opposition politicians.
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Tkhelidze v Georgia Union Sapari Communicated Right to life; Prohibition of discrimination 1 Failure of police to investigate reports of domestic violence, 
resulting in fatal shooting of university professor by her 
ex-husband.

A.D. v Georgia Women's Initiatives 
Supporting Group

Submitted ECtHR 
application

Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Respect for private 
life; Prohibition of discrimination

1 Refusal of the authorities to amend the gender marker of 
identity documents of a transgender person.

A.Kh. v Georgia Women's Initiatives 
Supporting Group

Submitted ECtHR 
application

Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Respect for private 
life; Prohibition of discrimination

1 Refusal of the authorities to amend the gender marker of 
identity documents of a transgender person.

russiA
Andreyeva & others v 
russia

Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Replied to Government's 
observations

Right to a fair trial; Right to liberty; Freedom of assembly; Right not to 
be punished twice

10 Spontaneous public gathering at verdict of convicted 
Boloynaya Square protesters.

Barakhoyev v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Judgment Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Right to liberty 1 Unlawful arrest and detention of a man in North Ossetia-
Alania by police, who beat him, planted a grenade in his 
pocket and shouted ethnically-motivated abuse at him.

Dubrovina & others v 
russia

Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Replied to Government's 
observations

Freedom of assembly 4 Administrative proceedings for alleged participation in 
unauthorised public event.

Ecodefence & others v 
russia

Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Communicated Freedom of expression; Freedom of assembly; Prohibition of 
discrimination; Limitation on use of restrictions on rights

18 Restrictions on NGO activity by the 'Law on Foreign Agents'.

Gadzhiyeva & others v 
russia

Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Submitted ECtHR 
application

Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Respect for home; 
Protection of property

5 Large-scale destruction of civilian property during a security 
operation in 2014.

Kibalo & others v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Judgment Respect for private life 3 Imprisonment of a man 8000km away from his family home 
in Dagestan, and the inadequacy of Russian law on prison 
allocation, review and transfer.

Kuriyeva v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Communicated Right to life; Respect for home; Right to an effective remedy 1 Unlawful killing by security forces conducting search in 
Nalchik.

M.M. v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Judgment Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Respect for private 
life; Right to an effective remedy

1 Detention conditions and unauthorised disclosure of HIV 
status. Partially resolved by unilateral declaration.

Mayzuls & others v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Replied to Government's 
observations

Right to a fair trial; Right to liberty; Freedom of assembly 10 Spontaneous public gathering in support of convicted 
Boloynaya Square activists.

Murtazin v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Replied to Government's 
observations

Right to a fair trial; Freedom of expression 1 Conviction of an opposition politician and blogger.

NCHR & others v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Replied to Government's 
observations

Right to a fair trial; Freedom of expression 3 Slogan “Freedom is not given, it is taken” was deemed 
extremist according to Russian anti-extremist legislation.

Orlov & others v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Judgment Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Right to liberty; 
Protection of property

4 Abduction and ill-treatment of a human rights activist and 
3 journalists.

Ozdoyev & Tsechoyev v 
russia

Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Replied to Government's 
observations

Right to life; Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Right to 
liberty; Right to an effective remedy

2 Abductions by state agents in Ingushetia. 

ehRAC litigAtion in 2017
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S.N. v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Replied to Government's 
observations

Prohibition of torture; Respect for private life 1 Repeated sexual assaults on a 15-year old girl in Dagestan 
by multiple perpetrators, and failure to properly prosecute.

Samburov v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Replied to Government's 
observations

Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Right to a fair trial; 
Freedom of asssembly; Prohibition of discrimination

1 Kiss-in protest in front of the Duma during adoption of 
anti-LGBTI law.

Sozayev & others v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Replied to Government's 
observations

Right to liberty; Right to a fair trial; Freedom of assembly; Prohibition 
of discrimination

4 Kiss-in protest in front of the Duma during adoption of 
anti-LGBTI law.

Tagayeva & others v 
russia

Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Judgment Right to life 300 Use of disproportionate force and failure to protect right 
to life during Beslan School Siege in 2004, and to investigate.

Yankovskiy v Russia Memorial Human 
Rights Centre

Judgment Prohibition of inhuman and degrading treatment; Right to liberty; Right 
to an effective remedy

1 Failure to provide adequate medical care to a diabetic 
prisoner for 20 months.

Zavyalova & Kotova v 
russia

Memorial Human 
Rights Centre; Public 
Verdict Foundation

Replied to Government's 
observations

Right to a fair trial; Right to liberty; Freedom of assembly 14 Unauthorised spontaneous protest against Russian 
involvement in Ukraine.

uKrAine
Mejlis of Crimean Tatar 
People & others v Russia

Memorial Human 
Rights Centre, 
Ukrainian Helsinki 
human rights union

Submitted ECtHR 
application

Right to a fair trial; No punishment without law; Respect for private life; 
Freedom of association; Prohibition of discrimination; Limitation on use 
of restrictions on rights

19 Mejlis (the Crimean Tatars’ elected representative body) 
labelled as an 'extremist' organisation and banned. 

Denisov v Ukraine n/a Grand Chamber hearing Right to a fair trial; Respect for private life; Limitation on use of 
restrictions on rights

1 Unlawful dismissal of a judge from his post of President of 
the Kyiv Adminstrative Court of Appeal.

Kulykov & others v 
Ukraine

n/a Judgment Right to a fair trial; Respect for private life 11 Unlawful dismissal of judges from various courts in Ukraine.

Karpyuk v Russia Ukrainian Helsinki 
human rights union

Submitted ECtHR 
application

Prohibition of torture; Right to liberty; Right to a fair trial; Limitation on 
use of restrictions on rights

1 Politically-motivated prosecution, conviction and sentencing 
of Ukrainian citizen in Russia.

Khlebik v Ukraine Ukrainian Helsinki 
human rights union

Request for referral to 
Grand Chamber

Right to a fair trial; Right of appeal 1 Detention where the courts were unable to examine an appeal 
against conviction because the case-file was lost in an area 
outside Government control.

Klykh v Russia Ukrainian Helsinki 
human rights union

Submitted ECtHR 
application

Prohibition of torture; Right to liberty; Right to a fair trial; Right to 
family life; Limitation on use of restrictions on rights

1 Politically-motivated prosecution, conviction and sentencing 
of Ukrainian citizen in Russia.

OIZ & VPZ v Ukraine and 
russia

Ukrainian Helsinki 
human rights union

Replied to Government's 
observations

Prohibition of torture; Right to liberty; Right to an effective remedy 2 Detention and ill-treatment by insurgents in Luhansk.

YPR v Ukraine and Russia Ukrainian Helsinki 
human rights union

Communicated Prohibition of torture; Right to liberty; Right to an effective remedy 1 Abduction, torture and detention in Crimea before annexation.

Total applicants: 502
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